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IF YOU MISS AN ISSUE OF ñWHATS NEWSò go to website <www.wandong.vic.au/local-news/whats-news>  

 

Wandong  - Heathcote Junction  -  why would you live anywhere else.    Until  August 2026,  Allen Hall (editor) 
NEXT ISSUE DEADLINE: COPY & ADS  1 August 2026      DELIVERY from 12 August 2026  

Printed by Newspaper House, Kilmore 

òWhatõs Newsó is produced as a non - profit newsletter for the Wandong / Heathcote Junction Community. The opinions expressed in this newsletter are not 
necessarily those of the editors. Publication of Advertisements should not be taken as endorsements of products. Letters to the editors are always welcome, but 

will only be considered for publication with authentic names and addresses available for publication. Although every care is taken in preparing òWhatõs Newsó 
the editors cannot accept any responsibilities or liabilities for errors or omissions. 

 
 
 

 
 

ISSUE 360  WANDONG/HEATHCOTE JUNCTION MONTHLY NEWSLETTER : JULY 2026 ABN 17 022 858 565                                               
                                                                                                                                  Emailñwhatsnewswhj@gmail.com                        700 copies 

EDITOR - Allen Hall, 20 North Mountain Rd, Heathcote Junction  3758    Ph - 0413 832 411  
Delivered to Wandong/Heathcote Junction/Wallan/Kilmore/Broadford/Whittlesea & Upper Plenty 

Copy online at www.wandong.vic.au  
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PLEASE HELP KEEP  
ñWHATS NEWSò  
OPERATIONAL 

 

Whats News is the     
product of the Wandong 
Heathcote Junction   
Community Group and   
is the avenue for all 

Mitchell Shire businesses 
and groups to inform 
readers of activities      
and to advertise         

functions and events.   
 

Due to unexpected        
circumstances the editor 
may no longer be able to      
continue in the role and  
as it would be a pity to   
let Whats News lapse      
he seeks a community 
minded person to take   
on the publication.    

 

Please register your       
interest on 0413 832 411 
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0431 439 734 
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    BIRTHDAY                      
GREETINGS  

 We wish the following  

people a very happy 

birthday  
 

16 Jul  Noelene Pyle               K 
16 Jul  Olivia Allen                 HJ 
18 Jul  Michael Mason             W 
18 Jul  Andrew Fletcher         HJ 
19 Jul  Kayla Johnson             HJ 
19 Jul Nicholas Rhead             HJ 
21 Jul  Dale Dwyer            Wallan 
22 Jul  Steven Barnes             HJ 
22 Jul  Brian Dove                   W 
23 Jul  Hayley Day                  UP 
24 Jul  Bianca Gardiner           B 
25 Jul  Brok Wightman            W 
26 Jul  Cathy Bellomo             HJ 
27 Jul  Vicki Seeley                HJ 
27 Jul  Jessica Barnes             HJ 
27 Jul  Sarah Dwyer          Wallan 
29 Jul  Amelia Kovacic            WP 
29 Jul  Ben McMahon               B 
30 Jul  Eilidh Murray               HJ 
30 Jul  Steven McCarthy          HJ 
30 Jul  Jake Duncan                HJ 
31 Jul  Dawn McCormack         HJ 
 3 Aug  Jessica Kelly                HJ 
 3 Aug  Jenny Mifsud                W 
 4 Aug  Mick Lawrence              K 
 4 Aug  Ben Dodds                     W 
 4 Aug  Terry Swanwick           HJ 
 5 Aug  Erin Hanson                  W 
 5 Aug  Casey Johnstone           W 
 6 Aug  Kaey Georgelin             HJ 
 7 Aug  Brett Smith                   W 
 7 Aug  Nicole Marshall             HJ 
 7 Aug  Robyn Robinson            HJ 
 7 Aug  Holly Ellison                  W 
 8 Aug  Karen MacDonald          W 
 8 Aug  Brian Smith                   W 
 8 Aug  Craig Stewart                W 
 9 Aug  Graham Robinson         HJ 
 9 Aug  Joseph Bellomo            HJ 
 9 Aug  Helen Stewart               B 
 9 Aug  Jaymi McLennan           W 
10 Aug  Robyn Likos                 HJ 
12 Aug  Gail Plumbe                  C 
13 Aug  Joanne Waldie             W 
14 Aug  Helen Stewart              W 
14 Aug  Kate King              Wallan 
15 Aug  Ken Bausch                 HJ 
15 Aug  Eileen Gray                 HJ 
16 Aug  Andrew Lawrence       K  
     

Whatõs Happening  
  

WANDONG         
OUTSIDE SCHOOL  
HOURS CARE 

COMMUNITY  
WEBSITES 

 

www.wandong.vic.au 
www.upperplenty.com 

  

 

 óóTHE SHACKò   
 

The Upper Plenty  
Community Hall  
is open for hire.    

For information and bookings call 
Susan or Wayne on  0499 907 017 

 

If not answered leave your  name 
and number and we will return 

the call. 

Service Phone Number:  

0497 877 771  
Your service coordinator will be 
available during session times. 
TheirCare support is available 
during office hours if required on 
1300 072 410  
 

How to Enrol  
 

Visit TheirCare website: 
www.theircare.com.au  
and click on óBook Nowô in     the 
top right hand corner to register 
your childôs details.  

GET   
ñWHATS NEWSò  
BY  EMAIL 

 

If you would like to      
receive "Whats News"  
by email each month, 
send your name and 
email details to :  
whatsnewswhj@gmail.com   
 

  Remember  
"Whats News" is also     
available on the website 
<www.wandong.vic.au>       

 HIRE THE 
WANDONG 
PUBLIC 
HALL 

To hire the hall  
contact Christine 
for bookings or  
other information 
on  0448 604 770.    

http://www.wandong.vic.au/
http://www.reedycreek.vic.au/
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Services held at  5pm Sundays  
ALL WELCOME 

Enquiries to:  
David Moran   
5787 1738 

Wandong District Church 
      29 Wandong Ave,  

Wandong  
  
              ñLetting the 

LIGHT Shine 

in the Worldó 

 
 

ST JOHNôS ANGLICAN                   
CHURCH, WANDONG 

  
WANDONG AVE, WANDONG 

 
Enquires 9308 2452 

 

 Services: 8.30am  
 

on 1st & 3rd Sundays   
 

 ALL WELCOME 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 Upper Plenty Merri  
Catchments Landcare  
Group 

 

We provide support for land 
management issues such as weed, pest and 
erosion control.   
    

Also  improving soil and biodiversity by 
providing advice,  support, and grant funding.  
 

We meet on the third Wednesday of the 
month at 6.30pm at  ñThe Shackò             
1240 Wallan road, Upper Plenty 3756.    
 

ALL WELCOME 
 

See our facebook page:  
Upper Plenty Merri Catchments Landcare Group 
And website: 
Http://www.upmclg.org.au  
 

Membership enquiries:   
membership.upmclg@gmail.com    
 

or  Chris Cobern 0413855490 

 

An old hymn, even when the Titanic was sinking 
was played by musicians 
- NEARER MY GOD TO THEE.  
 

PRAYING THE LORDS PRAYER 
FOR OUR NATION 
 

Our Father in heaven, may Your name be     
honoured in our Victorian and Australian     
Parliaments.  
 

May Your kingdom come to our Parliaments 
and may your will be done there just as it is 
done in heaven. 
 

Give our Parliaments wisdom each day and   
forgive them their sins, just as we have forgiven 
them any sins against us. 
 

And don't let them yield to temptation, but    
deliver them from the evil one 
 

May Your kingdom, power and glory always    
be in our Parliament. Amen. 
 

PRAYER BLESSING 
 

Please bless our Australian Parliament. 
We bless you that you may have prosperity   
that reaches the people of Victoria, Australia. 
We bless you that you may defend the just  
cause of the needy, and fortitude to crush the 
oppressors. 
We bless each leader with good health and   
family peace. 
We bless them with enduring peace and stability 
and a well-founded and lasting moral order. 
We bless you with a spirit of honour, may you 
consider every life as precious. 
May you be a helper to the helpless, may the 
Lord protect you from the snares of the devil. 
May the people of Victoria and everyone        
residing in Australia blossom in unity and      
understanding praising God, giving glory to 
Him across this land of Australia. 
Don't let Australia sink! 
 

Psalm 46 : 10 Be still and know that I am 
God. He has it all in hand. 

 
 
 
 
 

, During the 2009 fires, Freedom 
Church initiated a Non for profit 

company and Named it       
FREEDOM CARE INC. 

 

www.freedomcare.org.au 
 

We are constantly looking for 
volunteers  -  please contact us 

if you can help.  

http://www.upmclg.org.au/
about:blank
http://www.freedomcare.org.au/
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WANDONG PUBLIC HALL 

WANDONG TENNIS CLUB 
Email: wandongtennisclub@hotmail.com   

or text Lisa on 0407 112 880. 
 

 

WANDONG HISTORY GROUP 

  

 
 
 
 

The Wandong Public Hall built in 1902 is a very special place in our     
community.  It has hosted many weddings, engagements, receptions, 
Art Shows, Australia Day  Celebrations, birthdays,  anniversary     
parties and many other events and even the occasional funeral service. 
 

The Victorian State Election pre polling will occupy the hall full time from late October until 
late November.  
 

Our regular user groups are always keen to have more people joining them and they are listed 
below.. 
 

The Lightwood Flats Book Club meet monthly -  contact is Christine Cram    Ph : 0458 238 270 
 

Wandong Country Knitters meet monthly- contact is Coralee Souter       Ph:  0479 163 548 
 

Wandong Heathcote Junction Community Group  meet monthly              Ph:  0413 832 411 
 

 

CPR Training  -  3rd Wednesday of the month Ph Louise  0409512526  contact @ehssol.com 

To hire the hall please contact Christine for bookings or other information on  
0448 604 770.   Please leave a message or text for Christine to follow up. 

Information is posted on our                
Facebook page.   
www.facebook.com/wandongtennis 
 

  

 

And still the works continue, despite ARTC telling us that the Rail St Road closure  
would be six to eight weeks her we are facing yet another month of closure.  The  
queuing at the Heathcote Junction crossing has been pretty bad and dangerous,  
thereôs just not enough room on the western side for many to cars, and as a warning  
to everyone, I came across there with the boom gates down as a piece of machinery  
went flying through, the gates lifted, the lights went off so assume all clear, when another large machine 
came through so fast the boom gates did not deploy in time. So be very careful there, a dangerous inter-
section at the best of times but now so much more. 
 

Great to hear the steam train go through again this weekend, I tried to get a photo of the first one under 
the new bridge but didnôt get a very good one so would love one if someone has a decent photo of it. I got 
the last one under the old bridge so it would be great to have the pair. 
 

We are working on a major project that at this stage we canôt give out all the information on yet but stay 
tuned, all will be revealed soon. 
Stay warm everyone, Happy winter! 
Karen Christensen 
President  
Wandong History Group 
wandonghistorygroup4@gmail.com 

Our Spring night seasons will commence in August. If you are interested in                            
playing please let Lisa know 0407112880 
 

Saturday Winter juniors and seniors has now commenced. Good luck for the season 
 

All members should have received an email regarding their membership. If you didnôt receive 
one please contact Lisa 0407112880 
 

Coaching is available at the club. Please contact Karl on 0423 611 317 
Or kv.tennis@hotmail.com 

http://ehssol.com/
https://www.facebook.com/wandongtennis
mailto:wandonghistorygroup4@gmail.com
mailto:kv.tennis@hotmail.com
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Whittlesea Anglican Christ Church  
 

We are located at  
5ñ9 Wallan Rd, Whittlesea. 

Phone:   9716 2042 
Sunday service is at 10.30am 

All are welcome to stay back for a cup of  
coffee, tea, scones and biscuits. 

 

Services to the Community: 
 

Whittlesea Opportunity Shop  
5-9 Wallan Rd, Whittlesea. 
Phone:   9716 2042 

Open Monday to Friday 10am to 4pm,  
Saturday 9.30am to 12.30pm. 

The Kilmore &                
District Hospital 
 Rutledge Street, Kilmore    Phone:  (03) 5734 2000 
  

Urgent Care Centre   
(Open 24/7 with Registered Nurses)   
  

  Acute Ward (30 beds) 
  Maternity    (including antenatal classes 
and dietician) 

  Oncology 
  Surgical Procedures 
  District Nursing 
  Aged Care ï  
 Dianella Hostel and                                     
Caladenia Nursing Home    Website:  
www.kilmoredistricthospital.org.au 

 

Anyone wishing to join  
Kilmore District Mens Shed 

Should contact 
John Perrett  0418 288 024 or 
Ron Hamilton  0481 268 471 

 

Operating hours are 
Tuesday and Thursday 
9.30 am  -  Approx. 1.30 pm 

 

email:  Kilmoremensshed@gmail.com 

MITCHELL  
Photography   Club Inc  

Visit our website (www.mitchellphoto.org)    

and click on  ñAbout Usò  

Meets third Wednesday of the month 
 (except January) at 7:30pm   
Broadford Community Centre  

 

Contact Sarah  0438 847 577  
for more information.   

  
 

Probus Club of     
Kilmore District Inc 

Are you retired, semi retired or simply looking 
for new friendships and activities? 
Kilmore Probus are looking for new members 
and you would be most welcome.  
 

Our meetings include guest speakers and in-
house fun. Activities include  weekly morning 
teas    supporting local businesses and fortnight-
ly/monthly lunches.  
 

Our monthly meetings are held on the third 
Monday of each month (except December) at 
Trackside, East Street Kilmore at 10.15am. 
Come and join us. 
 

Enquiries to:   Margaret Jakymczuk 
Mobile: 0412 335 657 
Email: margaretjakymczuk1@gmail.com 

http://www.kilmoredistricthospital.org.au
mailto:email%3AKilmoremensshed@gmail.com
mailto:margaretjakymczuk1@gmail.com
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GARDEN SCENE WITH GAIL 
How about the rain weôre getting, itôs amazing and given we may have an El Nino this coming Summer, 
I tend to savour all this water, but itôs been heaps! The wet weather puts a hold on a few of our garden 
jobs, but it gives us a chance to service our mowers and sharpen our pruning tools ready for rose     
pruning, hedges, topiary and azaleas and camellias as they finish flowering. And after pruning, apply a 
solution of Seasol to lessen the shock of the haircut, it will also promote new growth and hopefully the 
new growth has a chance to harden off before we get any frosts. Weeding, of course is our biggest head-
ache, the weeds grow quicker than our plants and they get such a head start and harder to get out once 
they are established, but at least in the wet weather they are easier to pull out. Sheep sorrel (common 
name) is a real pain, and it germinates at this time of the year with such tiny flowers that are really hard 
to see. The leaves are similar in shape to an arrowhead, and it has an extensive rhizomatous root system 
allowing it to pop up anywhere. Flower/seed, distribution by wind, animals, humans etc make this a real 
survivor and because of its resilience itôs a real chore to get rid of particularly when itôs mixed in with 
flowers, bushes and/or ground covers and given the inability to dig it out in close proximity to our plants 
itôs the type of weed that just keeps on giving and it may take several attempts to get on top of it. The 
good thing is that if you have Sheep sorrel in your lawn or other broad leaf weeds you can apply óWeed 
& Feedô, itôs a fertiliser that is great for bladed grass however, on broad leaf weeds it settles on the 
broad leaves and the sheer accumulation of the product on the leaf burns the surface, killing the weed. 
Not suitable amongst your plants. Weed removal is certainly easier while the soil is softer and if we can 
keep on top of it with feeding, treating the soil and mulching it will be a much easier task as the warmer 
months progress. July can be a busy month apart from weeding, there are fruit trees to prune, if we 
havenôt already done so and our beautiful roses. Prune your fruit trees to an outward node, maintaining 
a vase shape, remove any dead or damaged branches or any that are crossing over other branches and if 
possible, keep the tree low enough to access the fruit easier without climbing too high up a ladder. If you 
have a plant that is not as healthy as it should be, take care to clean your pruning tools really well before 
you use on the other plants.  July is the month to apply Sulphate of Potash to our fruit trees, roses, or 
any Spring/Summer flowering plants. If you have a plant that pushes lots of foliage but very few flowers, 
it may be low in Sulphate of Potash. First application can be done now, repeat in three weeks and again 
in another three weeks. Ensure that it is watered in well so it can be absorbed by the root system and 
hereôs where if our soil is drier than it should be our plant/s will suffer. If our plants are unable to      
absorb nutrients, moisture etc and nitrogen from the rain they are behind the eight ball already. Soil 
quality needs to be right otherwise our plants canôt thrive. When it comes to pruning roses, I usually 

wait until the end of July to mid-August, hopefully to avoid frost damage to 
the new growth. It is really what works for you, the area you are in, the 
amount of frost you get or donôt get, and the time frame your plants start to 
throw new buds? It is the same for pruning hedges, weeping plants or      
reshaping plants. óBare rootedô plants are available now but always buy 
from a reputable supplier to ensure, come Spring, foliage will appear, and 
you wonôt be disappointed. When planting, prune the roots lightly and     
submerge into a solution of Seasol and use that solution on the plant after 
you have watered in well. Check out deciduous plants/trees now, they are 
well worth including in your garden if you have the room, beautiful Autumn 
colours, and great microclimate plants as in lovely shade trees in Summer 
and they let in the Winter sun. Have a lovely month.  
 

Bye for now! 
Gail Mains Kendrick    (your local real estate agent) 

Snuffle mats for sale  
 

 

 Email:  wandongite@hotmail.com       

 Ph 0432 120 736 

Chw twL±!¢9 {![9 
[ŀƴŘ ƛƴ wŀƛƭ {ǘΣ ²ŀƴŘƻƴƎ 

 

²ŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ  
ǘǊŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǇǎΦ 

   

tIhb9Υ   лпон мнл тос 

 
 
 

The Snuffle Mat is great mental stimulation for  
your pet.  It can be used to reduce anxiety, slow 
down a fast eater or   simply  as a fun  reward for  
your fur baby.  Not only good    for dogs, but   cats  

and guinea pigs    all love a snuffle mat.  
 

My mats come   in three sizes and are  double knotted 
and thick, every mat  hand made in Wandong.  

about:blank
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Kilmore Golf Club Inc.   

Monthly Medal. Ladies had a playoff with Robyn McPherson being successful. Due to low                             
numbers The Men did not award a Monthly Medal 
 

Unfortunately, the Gordan Howell Bowl which was to have been held on Thursday 18th                      
June had to be rescheduled to Thursday Sept 24th. 
 

Certainly, the cold wet weather has upset events being held at the course. In fact, the course has been 
closed for the past 10 days. Hopefully, the course will dry out enough to hold a few events. 
 

Australian Sports Foundation.  
Kilmore Golf Club has registered with this fundraising platform. It is a not for profit organisation   
helping sporting clubs achieve their goals. Our goal is to upgrade our irrigation system and individuals, 
businesses are welcome to donate. Any donations over $2 are tax deductable. 
Information available; asf.org/campaigns and follow the prompts. 
 

GolfNow.com  
Players can now book tee times at Kilmore GC using this booking platform to ensure you can secure a 
time to play your game of golf. There are a range of times available except Wed & Sat when times open 
at 2.00pm after competitions. 
 

Recycling Golf Balls 
KGC has a bin to collect old golf balls which are sent back to the factory to be recycled into materials 
for roads or outdoor furniture. It is in the golf shop. If the shop is closed leave donations near door of 
the golf shop.  
 

Kilmore Golf Club now has a visiting PGA professional Bryan Wearne who visits the club on Fridays 
and Sunday. His contact number to arrange lessons is 0407844500. He will also be holding ñCome & 
Try daysò as well as Free clinics for Ladies. Keep an eye on Facebook for further information. 
 

Keep in mind the Club is offering Social passes (pro rata) and Membership to new residents @ $400 
(pro rata) or those who have never been a member in the past.  
 

Contact the Club ï info@kilmoregolfclub.com.au OR for further information visit our Website;          
kilmoregolfclub.com.au 
Phone 5782 1123 

mailto:info@kilmoregolfclub.com.au
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End of Term 2 
Itôs hard to believe that we are already halfway through the school year! After another 
busy term, we hope that all our students and families are staying warm and dry these 
school holidays as they enjoy some extra time to rest, recharge, and maybe even have 
some adventures! 
 

Grade 5/6 Interschool Sports 
At the end of term, our Grade 5/6 students enjoyed a day out at Kilmore, where they were competing     
in the Winter Interschool Sports. It was great to see the teamwork and enthusiasm on display by the    
students, especially in the chilly weather.  

WANDONG PRIMARY SCHOOL 

St Johnôs First Aid Incursion 
 

We were very lucky to have St Johnôs come and visit our 
school to deliver free first aid sessions to each class across the 

school. Students learned about DRSABCD, what they should 
do if they need to get help for someone, and also explored 
some different ways to provide 
first aid for cuts and grazes. 
Some of our students also partici-
pated in St Johnôs new snake 
bite education module, which is 

aimed at helping students in re-
gional areas learn how to stay 
safe and respond with             
confidence in an emergency.  



12 

 

 



13 

 

President; Sam Bedi                  PO Box 225, Wandong Vic 3758 

 

 
Lions Club of Wandong ï Wallan Inc.  

I wasnôt going to put in a report this month because we are supposed to be having a                          
month off but a few things have happened so this will do.  It might be fairly short. 
 

Firstly we have had some birthdays.  Marie Forbes was the first.  I think she was twenty one.  Marie and 
Bill  brought a very nice cake to our Friday gathering.  Yolanda and Steve were next.  They were born 
on the same day in the same hospital, in the same ward five years apart.  It is the longest gestation of 
twins in human history.  I am not sure which one came first.  
 

Sam was approached by one of the local schools to help out a struggling family and he made up a     
hamper on behalf of the club.  I am sure that it was greatly appreciated. 
 

Elizabeth and I celebrated our 60th  wedding anniversary.  Boy she is lucky.  Expensive Diamond        
earrings and my undying devotion  as well as letters from the King,  the Governor General, the Prime 
Minister, the Premier and assorted others.  We had a lunch at Hoganôs where everyone came to offer 
sympathy to madam.  I have to thank our daughter Sarah for the effort that she put into it.  It was a 
great occasion.  I have one grievous complaint howev-
er.  Steve made up a medal for Elizabeth but not for 
me.  When I raised this matter with Bill he reckons 
that the answer should be self evident.  I am not sure 
what he meant. 
 

Speaking of Bill He was supposed to go to a show and 
shine meeting with Steve But showed up at the wrong 
town.  There was Bill hooning up and down the main 
street of Broadford while everyone else was at Lance-
field.  I am not sure that it wasnôt deliberate on Steveôs 
part.  He is reluctant to be associated with a bloke who 
wears a Marlon Brando jacket. 
 

Cliff is worth a mention.  He couldnôt get his split    
system to operate so he called in an expert who 
charged $220 to change the batteries in his remote,  
The most expensive battery change you could imagine.  
I would have done it for $200. 
 

Havenôt we had some rain. I saw a bloke with a boat in 
the Merri Creek loading up an assortment of  animals.  
I think that I read a story similar to this some time 
ago.  
 

Anyway I think this is enough waffle for now. I will 
catch you all next time. 
 

Clyde Riley 

ABOVE: 
 

Circa 1966  -  the figurines  
on top of the wedding cake   -  
Oh sorry its actually         
Elizabeth and Clyde on      
their wedding day. 

 
LEFT: 

 

Who said it wouldnôt last   -  
fast forward 60 years and 
Elizabeth and Clyde           
celebrate 60 years of        
marriage with lunch at      
Hogans Hotel, Wallan. 
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MEDIA INFORMATION  

MICHAEL B HALLEY PUB LICITY OFFICER  

******************************************************************

 

 

Two Hills and a Gully  
The town of Kinglake was named after British historian Alexander William Kinglake and has had a colourful and 
often warm history. It is a short drive up the Great Dividing Range from Whittlesea, the home of the Combined 
Probus Club of Whittlesea.  The proactive short-tours manager Alessandra Testa organised a visit to the Kinglake 
Heritage Centre. 
 

Deidre Hawkins of the Kinglake Historical Society offered members an opportunity to visit the centre and absorb 
an overview of Kinglake and its history. Deidre is a long-time friend of many Probus members and had provided 
an introduction to the town and its history when her comprehensive story was told at the August 2025 meeting. 
 

C. W. McCallôs song óConvoyô was appropriate as the interested Probus members car-pooled to make the visit, the 
ten cars navigated the highly potholed road, but all completed the round trip safely. 
 

The Kinglake History is graphically covered in the Heritage Centre and members of the committee gave of their 
time to serve a delicious morning tea and answer questions. It was notable that many of the Whittlesea folks had 
previously lived in the Kinglake environs and had been school mates with our hosts.  
 

Jim Brown, a retired schoolteacher, recalled one of the visitorsô now adult sons as past primary school students. 
The Kinglake district stretches for about sixteen kilometres along the ridge from west to east which necessitates 
three schools. 
 

Gold was discovered in 1861 on Mount Slide to the east of the locality at an area which became known as      
Mountain Rush. A Mountain Rush Post Office opened on 7 May 1862, but closed in January 1863 as the miners 
moved to other locations. Kinglake Township was established in 1879 and the Post Office opened on 14 May 1883. 
There were actually two other post offices in the district. 
 

The current post service is conducted as part of a local shop as is the focus these days by Australia Post and the 
Government. But the post office building erected in 1914 has survived better than many other parts of Kinglake. It 
was possibly once the smallest Post Office in Australia and has survived three devastating bushfires. 
 

The rip-it-down gang from Australia Post surrendered ownership to the Historical Society and it was moved to the 
Heritage Centre Grounds in 2023. It took volunteers until May this year to refurbish and furnish the building. A 
telephonist switchboard was purchased in South Australia to authenticate the Post Office. 
 

Many photographs and stories of the schools and other establishments are laid out for visitors to view and admire. 
Football and other sporting efforts, together with remembrance of locals who enlisted in two World Wars rein-
force the comradeship of what has always been a small community.  
 

Many photographs of early settlersô homes and properties were shown, reinforcing the ñpioneering spiritò of the 
Gold Miners, Raspberry Growers, Timber Cutters and later Potato Farmers. 
 

Timber was hauled on a privately-built timber railroad down the mountain to Whittlesea railhead. These timber 
railroads were common and necessary to allow transport of heavy loads throughout the State as populations     
increased and building expanded. The motive power was a horse [or bullock] team. 
 

Fires have been a major part of Kinglake History but the recent history is still a sensitive subject and will not be 
elaborated upon except to mention! Kinglakeôs history about fires is true and unembellished. 
 

Visitors can decide to view the specific area dedicated to the memory of the Black Saturday bushfires that 
killed 173 people in Victoria, 47 in the Kinglake area alone. Another 414 people were injured. More than 450,000 
hectares had burned and 3,500 buildings, including more than 500 houses in Kinglake, were destroyed. 
 

The Kinglake Historical Society welcomes inquiries and visitors to the Heritage Centre ï contact  
kinglakehistoricalsociety@gmail.com  
 

The program time table took over and, although the morning tea was still digest-
ing, the visitors moved to the Songbird Caf® and Larder and enjoyed sumptuous 
meals from an extensive menu. Some even partook in desserts! A straw poll of 
members indicated a more than enjoyable repast from friendly and efficient staff. 
 

All good things come to an end so folkôs memories were packed into their 
transport to savour on the way home and beyond. 

 

 
 
 
 
Written  
by  

Michael 
Halley 

mailto:kinglakehistoricalsociety@gmail.com
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       P.O. Box 242, WANDONG  3758   Tel: 0413 832 411 

 

Over three months ago the Wandong 
Heathcote Junction Community Group 
asked Mitchell  Shire  Council to investi-
gate the cause and repair the damage to the 
mesh fence between Rail Street and the   
railway reserve at Heathcote Junction.   
This mesh fence has several other holes and 
Mitchell Shire will probably refer them to 
VicTrack but the fence responsibility was 
handed to Mitchell Shire years ago so we 
have asked Mitchell Shire to repair it.  

For many years the Wandong Heathcote     
Junction Community Group has asked Mitchell 
Shire to renovate the car park at the Wandong 
Bushfire / War Memorial Park but at this time 
the budget is not listed until 2027/2028.   This 
public park and toilet stop is the busiest in 
Mitchell Shire but the car park remains the 
worst in Mitchell Shire.   The continual holes at 
the entrance to the car park are reported to the 
Shire which normally fills the holes promptly. 

Much damage to the mesh fencing on Rail Street is 
caused by falling trees.   Recently one tree was cut at 
the fence line but despite continual requests from the 
Wandong Heathcote Junction Community Group 
there are several more trees leaning at 45 degrees that 
will fall on the fence and even on Rail Street itself.  

Would you believe this photo is the  drainage 
grate at the corner of Rail and Affleck Streets. 
Mud and rubbish regularly covers the grate 
and despite notifying Mitchell Shire it is only 
cleared by the Community Group .   With the 
drain blocked water runs down Rail Street 
but this does not seem to be a Shire priority. 

 

For 22 years the Community Group has had a great relationship with the management of Wandong   
Plaza always through consultation and always with both our best interests for the Plaza, but also the 
Wandong Heathcote Junction community which the Community Group represents in so many ways and 
to so many departments and organisations.  Our members regularly visited the Plaza after 8pm at night 
when the car park is empty and spend hours to shovel and sweep up all the dirt and rubbish between the 
concourse and the car tyre barriers.  We sprayed weeds that accumulate at the edge of the concourse and 
clean rubbish around the Plaza including the four rubbish bins inside and out.   The WHJCG recently 
raised a issue with Alpine Petroleum which lead to Alpine terminating our 22 year relationship 
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 On the 28th June our Landcare group together with The Merri 
Creek Management  Committee (MCMC)  and some local 
families gathered to do a litter cleanup on the Merri Creek Re-
serve at the corner of South Mountain Road and the Epping 
Kilmore road, which is the border of Heathcote Junction and 
Upper Plenty. 
 

Julia Crillo from MCMC started with an introduction to Mer-
ri Creek and where it travels until it joins the Yarra River.   Also   identifying safety hazards 
and distributing safety equipment and collection bags. Litter from various sources are a big 
problem and part of the exercise is to sort the litter after and enter the information is entered 
into a database to help determine strategies for reducing litter in future. We collected nearly 
100kg of rubbish between 22 participants in the morning and followed by morning tea of cakes 
and hot drinks. 
 

It was great to see this small reserve supporting local remnant vegetation and wildlife and the 
support from the local community along South Mountain Road. is an important part of preserv-
ing and restoring Merri Creek and the local amenity of the area. 
 

So, thanks to Melbourne Water for funding Juliaôs participation in preparing and running the 
event, MCMC for their continuing advocacy for improving the health of Merri Creek and for 
running the   campaign for the Wallan Wallan Regional Park . https://wallanwallanrp.org.au/  
Also to Michell Shire Council  for permission to run the activity and the local families who are 
taking pride in the area they  live and coming out on the day to help. 
 

We plan on running more activities in this area such as weed control and planting locally native           
species, installing and monitoring nest boxes and recording the birds and other wildlife. If you 
want        to be involved, check out our FB group https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?
id=100087151585037 or website http://www.upmclg.org.au       

If anything above is of interest contact us at secretary.upmclg@gmail.com our FB page Upper Plenty 
Merri Catchments Landcare group or www.upmclg.org.au. We also attend the Wallan Scout Market  
every second month. We have our meetings at  ñThe Shackò every 3rd Wednesday at 6.30pm 

https://wallanwallanrp.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100087151585037
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100087151585037
http://www.upmclg.org.au
mailto:secretary.upmclg@gmail.com
http://www.upmclg.org.au
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  WANDONG WARRIORS SPONSORS 
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