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Wandong  - Heathcote Junction  -  why would you live anywhere else.    Until  May 2026,  Allen Hall (editor) 
NEXT ISSUE DEADLINE: COPY & ADS  2 May 2026      DELIVERY from 13 May 2026  

Printed by Newspaper House, Kilmore 

 

JOHN HOLLAND WILL CLOSE RAIL STREET  
WANDONG FOR 8 TO 10 WEEKS IN MID APRIL FOR 
INLAND RAIL BRIDGE REPLACEMENT WORKS 
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the editors cannot accept any responsibilities or liabilities for errors or omissions. 
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Nothing was going to convince Inland Rail / John Holland that their traffic 
monitoring exercise was flawed and their intention to close Rail Street,      
Wandong for ten weeks is asking for traffic chaos at the Heathcote Junction 
crossing.  The traffic queued on the Epping Kilmore Road will be dangerous 
and blocking through traffic at most times and could stretch for a kilometer 
when the booms are down for trains that can be slow and as long as two        
kilometers. They propose a temporary four car turning lane from the north 
and the current very short turning lane from the south.  Traffic including 
Wandong, Whittlesea, Wallan, Broadford and Kilmore school buses on Rail 
Street could extend from the school (and new child care) to the rail crossing 
and beyond.   It will be impossible for emergency vehicles to negotiate this    
disaster.   The Wandong Heathcote Junction Community Group has tried to 
have the problems recognised and addressed to no avail.  

 ü 9Ш?ċǃШΞΜΞΣШ
ċƣШìċŰĬŸŰŊШШ 
This year marks the 11th 
anniversary of the Wan-
dong Heathcote Junction 
Memorial. The service will 
commence at 12:30 pm,       
followed by a gold coin     
donation sausage sizzle.  
We invite all members of 
the community to join us 
on this important day.      

Wandong fire brigade     
celebrated 50 years  of collecting  
for the Royal  Children's  Hospital  
Good Friday Appeal. 
This year we collected $9909.60!  
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    BIRTHDAY                      
GREETINGS  

 We wish the following  

people a very happy 

birthday  
 

19 Apr  Natalie Hannemann      W 
21 Apr  Lucas Rhead                HJ 
21 Apr  Alan Knight                   W 
22 Apr  Byrn Dickinson              W 
23 Apr  Charlie Kilroy               W 
24 Apr  Ali Maerstaeller             B 
24 Apr  Craig Johnson              HJ 
24 Apr  Luke Weller                 HJ 
24 Apr  Taryn Kneebone           W 
24 Apr  Brian Cawthorne   Wallan 
25 Apr  Avril Thomas                 K 
25 Apr  Ivan Kovacic               WP 
25 Apr  Rochelle Gough           HJ 
25 Apr  Joel Page                     Cl 
25 Apr  Phil Waite                     W 
25 Apr  Jack Rayner          Wallan 
26 Apr  Glenn OõBrien               W 
27 Apr  Bob Brown                   HJ 
27 Apr  Kane Chisholm             HJ 
28 Apr  Joanne Gedye             HJ 
28 Apr  Krystal Dickinson         HJ 
29 Apr  Amy Littlewood            K 
30 Apr  Isobel Mumberson        HJ 
 1 May  Jared Kelly                  HJ 
 1 May  Jamie Marstaeller  Wallan 
 5 May  Keston Waldie              W 
 5 May  Kathryn Ryan              KE 
 6 May  Alastair MacDonald       W 
 7 May  Norm Hulett                 HJ 
 7 May  Mitchell Smith              HJ 
 8 May  Jessica Dickinson          W 
10 May  Jamie Champion         HJ 
11 May  Morgan Smith              W 
12 May  Gaye Georgelin           HJ 
12 May  Ken McDonald             HJ 
13 May  Phillip Buggy              HJ 
13 May  Di Vidal                       W 
15 May  Erin Gough                 HJ 
15 May  Ian Jarvie         Dromana 
17 May  Jacqui Candy              W 
17 May  Aiden Bartolo             UP 
17 May  Daniel Kirwan       W/sea 
                     

Whatõs Happening  
  

WANDONG         
OUTSIDE SCHOOL  
HOURS CARE 

COMMUNITY  
WEBSITES 

 

www.wandong.vic.au 
www.upperplenty.com 

  

 

 

THE SHACK IS BACK 
 

The Upper Plenty  
Community Hall  

 óóTHE SHACKò   
is open for hire.    

For information and    
bookings call Susan or 
Wayne on  0499 907 017 

Service Phone Number:  

0497 877 771  
Your service coordinator will be 
available during session times. 
TheirCare support is available 
during office hours if required on 
1300 072 410  
 

How to Enrol  
 

Visit TheirCare website: 
www.theircare.com.au  
and click on óBook Nowô in     the 
top right hand corner to register 
your childôs details.  

   

ANNIVERSARY 
CONGRATULATIONS 

 

3 May    John & Noelene Pyle    K 
4 May   Mandy & Goran Coter   W 
9 May   Phillip & Maureen Buggy   HJ 
16 May   Brian & Rose Dove   W 

17 May  Neil & Chris Douthwaite    HJ 
17 May   Norm & Anne Rose    K 

GET   
ñWHATS NEWSò  
BY  EMAIL 

 

If you would like to      
receive "Whats News"  
by email each month, 
send your name and 
email details to :  
whatsnewswhj@gmail.com   
 

  Remember  
"Whats News" is also     
available on the website 
<www.wandong.vic.au>       

 HIRE THE 
WANDONG 
PUBLIC 
HALL 

To hire the hall  
contact Christine 
for bookings or  
other information 
on  0448 604 770.    

http://www.wandong.vic.au/
http://www.reedycreek.vic.au/
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Itõs all about locals and   

 how they like it!  

Open every day 
8am-8pm 

 
 

Come on in and support  
your local store.  

 

See in store for many  
great specials. 

 

  Great Range of:  
 

Groceries   
Meat   

Produce   
Deli  

Dairy   
Freezer      
Liquor  

 
 

Wandong Licensed Supermarket 
3272 Epping Kilmore Rd, Wandong 

 

5787 1911  

 
 Upper Plenty Merri  
Catchments Landcare  
Group 

 

We provide support for land 
management issues such as weed, pest and 
erosion control.   
    

Also  improving soil and biodiversity by 
providing advice,  support, and grant funding.  
 

We meet on the third Wednesday of the 
month at 6.30pm at  ñThe Shackò             
1240 Wallan road, Upper Plenty 3756.    
 

ALL WELCOME 
 

See our facebook page:  
Upper Plenty Merri Catchments Landcare Group 
And website: 
Http://www.upmclg.org.au  
 

Membership enquiries:   
membership.upmclg@gmail.com    
 

or  Chris Cobern 0413855490 

  

 

 

  REMEMBERING:    
(by Merle Croskell) 

  

HEATHER KIRBY CHRISTENSEN 
 

Recently, St. Johns's Anglican Church 
Wandong was seen bulging at the seams. 

 

Who was this lady being                     
farewelled today? 

 

Eldest daughter of former resident     
Lorna Christensen who attended       
Wandong Primary, local events.           
Sister to Christine, Judy, Di (Dinie) 

and  Neale. 
 

Played with cousins and school      
friends, celebrated Christmas              
concerts, birthdays together.               

Happily walking down to the local  
'store" spending our monies wisely. 

 

Steam train drivers hanging out of       
their cabin waving us on. The simple,   
but rewarding days we spent together     
in our country surroundings. 

 

Rest in peace Heather  
your battle is over! 

 

To her devoted husband Ted,              
married in this small church                  
we say Thank you for all that               

you did in love.  

http://www.upmclg.org.au/
about:blank
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Whittlesea Anglican Christ Church  
 

We are located at  
5ñ9 Wallan Rd, Whittlesea. 

Phone:   9716 2042 
Sunday service is at 10.30am 

All are welcome to stay back for a cup of  
coffee, tea, scones and biscuits. 

 

Services to the Community: 
 

Whittlesea Opportunity Shop  
The Op shop is now on site at  
5-9 Wallan Rd, Whittlesea. 
Phone:   9716 2042 

Open Monday to Friday 10am to 4pm,  
Saturday 9.30am to 12.30pm. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
To equip and release people into their God given destiny 
  

Meeting at 10.30am every Sunday  
at the Freedom Care Building,  

127c Northern Highway Kilmore Vic 
ð  entrance on Willomavin Road 

nquiries to ; 
Pastor Frantz Heinzelmann 
Mobile:   0411 794 188 
www.freedomcarechurch.org.au 
 

All Welcome.  Love to see you there 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
WANDONG HAS A NEW BOOK  

TITLED: 
 

ñWANDONG HEATHCOTE JUNCTION    
- A RAILWAY HISTORYò 

 

THE BOOK RETAILS FOR  
$45 AND IS AVAILABLE ONLY BY 

PHONE ORDER   
 

  - CALL DAVID    

ON MOBILE  0409 164 660 

Apparently, Iôm not perfect. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

According to a survey conducted by my wife I donôt even get a look in! She found a Bible verse that says 
óBe ye perfectô thatôs in Matthew in her Bible at least! (Iôm not game to look it up!) 
 

I just found a list the wife made up. (I think she is going to ask the neighbors for their opinion!) 
It starts off O.K. but gets a bit rough further on. 
Are youðgenerous, friendly, have a barking dog, heavy drinker, dishonest, mows the neighborôs nature 
strip, a mad Collingwood supporter, plays loud music, has badly behaved kids, has good kids, parks    
anywhere, leaves rubbish bins out too long, churchy, helpful, wonôt return the mower, watches too much 
screen time, (optional answer here.) 
 

When I look at this list, sheôs got me hook line and sinker! I will just have to look this up for myself.    
Perfect, steady on, hey, there it is in black and white in Matthew ch5 v 48. One thing I have to be thankful 
for is that my wife only read verse 48 if she had started a bit earlier in the chapter, Iôd be in more strife 
than you could imagine. 
 

By coincidence our minister is going through Matthew this month, so I bet that I wonôt go to sleep during 
the sermons in the next few weeks! (Mitchell Christian Fellowship Clonbinane. Next to the fire station at 
11 oôclock.)  Couldnôt resist that. 
 

I had a good think about being perfect, thatôs a tall order in this day and age surrounded by the daily  
distractions, I mean weôre pretty busy with, work, home, family, but there it is in black and white and it 
took my wife to point out that only Jesus can be faultless,  perfect and fault free. We are called to Grow 
Up in our Christian life to mature from our childlike attitude, to be prepared to carry the flag, to share 
the faith, to realize that he has no hands but ours to do His work. No voice but ours to tell the story of the 
good news of His life, teachings and the promise of eternal life. 
 

It is Jesus alone that has set the example to for us to do His work on earth, then of course Paul wrote en-
couraging us to run with patience the race set before us looking unto Jesus the author, finisher and per-
fector of our faith. Only then will we be responding to the call to perfection in Matthew ch5 v48.  
  
A.G.    Obviously, Iôm not yet perfect.  (Not by a country mile!) 

http://www.freedomcarechurch.org.au/
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WANDONG AUSTRALIANA  
 

MOTEL - TAVERN - RESTAURANT  
BROADHURST LANE, WANDONG  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

·FULLY LICENSED·SMORGASBORD 

·A LA CARTE  ·ACCOMMODATION  

ENQUIRIES AND 
BOOKINGS:  
(03) 5787 1401 

 

The Kilmore &                
District Hospital 
 Rutledge Street, Kilmore    Phone:  (03) 5734 2000 
  

Urgent Care Centre   
(Open 24/7 with Registered Nurses)   
  

  Acute Ward (30 beds) 
  Maternity    (including antenatal classes 
and dietician) 

  Oncology 
  Surgical Procedures 
  District Nursing 
  Aged Care ï  
 Dianella Hostel and                                     
Caladenia Nursing Home    Website:  
www.kilmoredistricthospital.org.au 

 

Anyone wishing to join  
Kilmore District Mens Shed 

Should contact 
John Perrett  0418 288 024 or 
Ron Hamilton  0481 268 471 

 

Operating hours are 
Tuesday and Thursday 
9.30 am  -  Approx. 1.30 pm 

 

email:  Kilmoremensshed@gmail.com 

  
 

Probus Club of     
Kilmore District Inc 

Are you retired, semi retired or simply looking 
for new friendships and activities? 
Kilmore Probus are looking for new members 
and you would be most welcome.  
 

Our meetings include guest speakers and in-
house fun. Activities include  weekly morning 
teas    supporting local businesses and fortnight-
ly/monthly lunches.  
 

Our monthly meetings are held on the third 
Monday of each month (except December) at 
Trackside, East Street Kilmore at 10.15am. 
Come and join us. 
 

Enquiries to:   Margaret Jakymczuk 
Mobile: 0412 335 657 
Email: margaretjakymczuk1@gmail.com 

http://www.kilmoredistricthospital.org.au
mailto:email%3AKilmoremensshed@gmail.com
mailto:margaretjakymczuk1@gmail.com
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Services held at  5pm Sundays  
ALL WELCOME 

 

Enquiries to:  
David Moran  5787 1738 

Wandong District Church 
      29 Wandong Ave,  

Wandong  
  
              

ñLetting the 
LIGHT Shine 

in the Worldó 

 

ST JOHNôS ANGLICAN                   
CHURCH, WANDONG 

  

WANDONG AVE, WANDONG 
 

Enquires 9308 2452 
 

 Services: 8.30am  
 

on 1st & 3rd Sundays   
 

 ALL WELCOME 

 

 
 

GARDEN SCENE WITH GAIL 
How amazing has our Autumn been so far, rain, warm weather, more rain, sun. itôs just beautiful and 
the grass is green and growing. But of course, we have the weeds and as we know they aways grow faster 
than the plants but this year because of how soft the soil is with all the rain weôve had the weeds come 
out really easy. This year Iôm weeding and then putting cardboard down (whatever you do, do not use 
plastic to stop weeds, it sours the soil and makes it unhealthy for the root system of the plants) before the 
mulch which Iôm piling on quite deep to hold the cardboard down when itôs windy and to also ensure the 
cardboard is down close to the soil with no gaps under it to allow weeds to easily grow.   Both the      
cardboard and the mulch break down to enhance the soil and helps cut down on the weeding. Fingers 
crossed. Iôm really surprised how quickly Iôm getting through the weeding, itôs nearly, a pleasure, and 
the damp soil is so refreshing because itôs been a long dry Summer and an uphill battle to keep the 
plants watered enough for them to survive. Seasol wetting agent has been amazing along with well-
rotted cow manure, that can be used year-round and it wonôt harm native plants, use it on everything,   
it improves all soil types, adds organic matter to the soil and enriches it no end. Clay soil can be a     
challenge being wet and slippery in Winter and hard and cracking in Summer however, itôs a great soil 
type to improve as it holds a lot of organic matter. In its common state, that is, its normal state it is very 
hard for root systems to access the organic matter in clay due to its structure, but when itôs treated with 
Gypsum, fine white sand and well-rotted cow manure it is simply amazing. Worms get into it and help 
work the soil and the plants say thank you, producing healthier foliage, stronger root system and the 
ability to withstand mostly everything nature can throw at them, mostly! Clay is certainly easier to treat 
than a sandy soil that in a lot of cases allows water to flow throw too quickly, a blend of sandy and clay is 
great. Some plants are better suited to sandy soils, like Western and South Australian plants, Kangaroo 
Paw, Sturts Dessert Pea, some Grevilleas and Banksias, Coastal Rosemary, Waratah, Protea, Correa 
and Sheoak, heavy clay soils donôt allow proper drainage for these plants. On the flip side some plants 
do better in a clay-based soil such as Callistemon, varieties of Acacia, some Grevilleas and indeed if your 

soil is healthy and smells good, not sour, youôre pretty safe but al-
ways check the preference of your   chosen plant. As the second 
month of Autumn, April is a great time to check out the Autumn 
colours of deciduous plants, if not to grow yourself, take a drive 
around the area, Wandong is so pretty, and see the spectacular  
displays and mix of colours, red, yellow, orange, green, itôs a lovely 
time of year and I wonder if you can resist picking up a deciduous 
plant for yourself? Crepe Myrtles are still in flower, they are so 
hardy and the red leaf varieties are equally stunning, well known 
for their lengthy flowering period. Some of our Camellias are   
budding, along with Daphne, ready to flower in late Autumn into 
Winter so if you are pruning take care not to prune any plants that 
have new little buds and it can be so easy to do when weôre in the 
garden, sometimes we get so engrossed in what weôre doing. We 
love gardening!  
 

Have a fantastic April. 
 

Gail Mains Kendrick   
  
(Your local Agent in Real Estate) 
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         P.O. Box 242, WANDONG  3758   Tel: 0413 832 411 

Kilmore Golf Club Inc. 
 

The recent rain has certainly been welcome. The course has greened up and looking 
great thanks to the continued efforts of the course volunteers. 
 

There appear to be fewer corellas on the course now so maybe more will disappear 
within the next few weeks. 
 

Winners for March include  

¶ Ian Gray winning the John Carr cup after four rounds as well as the Monthly Medal play off 

¶ Andrea Boland winner of the Saturday Aggregate Cup 
¶ Cheryle Andersen winner John Ryan Rose Bowl 

¶ Sunday pennant Handicap Division 1 team winning from Hidden Valley 3-2 and Division 3 team 
scoring a win 3-2 against Woodend. 

¶ Tony McGregor and Jim Ioannidis won the Kilmore Cup 4BBB  

¶ The winner of the Pat Johnstone Memorial Trophy sponsored by S. Wicking was Robyn    
McPherson. This is an aggregate stableford event for players with a handicap of 30 plus. 

¶ Monthly Medal Bill Johnson & Sandy Wicking. 

¶ Monthly Medal April for Ladies Helen Dennett 
 

Keep in mind the Club is offering Social passes (pro rata) and Membership to new residents @ $400  
(pro rata) or those who have never been a member in the past.  
 

Contact the Club ï info@kilmoregolfclub.com.au OR for further information visit our Website;          
kilmoregolfclub.com.au 
 

Phone 5782 1123 
 

Kilmore Golf Club 

 

A HUGE THANK YOU TO ALL OUR SUPPORTERS 
Our Easter egg basket raffle was a great fund raiser for the WHJCG.  All the funds raised by our raffles 
and Bunnings sausage sizzles, etc  go toward our projects and town maintenance, the latest project     
being the rose arbour at the Wandong Memorial Park.   The winners of the Easter basket raffle were: 

Shane of Heathcote Junction, Mick (Kellys Lane Kilmore) and Megan (King William Drive Wallan). 

PROJECTS AND MAINTENANCE THAT SHOULD HAVE BEEN DONE YESTERDAY !! 

¶ We have long advocated for the large open drain along the west side of the Epping Kilmore Road 
at the Wandong  bushfire memorial car park to be placed underground and the car park rebuilt 
for easier use and to beautify an area that should be a show piece at a major entrance to Mitchell 
Shire.  The toilets at this location are the most used in Mitchell Shire but often are left poorly 
cleaned and maintained.  We recently viewed the latest plan but the project is not scheduled to 
commence until the 2027/2028 budget.   There cannot be a more important project for Wandong 
and Mitchell Shire.    

¶ The mesh fencing separating Rail Street and the railway reserve has been damaged in many points 
due to trees falling, vehicle accidents, etc but Mitchell Shire chooses to neglect the repair of this 
unsightly and dangerous problem.    

¶ Footpaths on Rail Street and North Mountain Road are a disgrace.   The concrete part on Rail 
Street has 35 panels with cracks and the North Mountain Road (section of the Say GôDay trail) has 
very little bitumen remaining.   

¶ Mitchell Shire did commit to three monthly meetings to discuss local issues but as expected this 
has not happened. 

 

INLAND RAIL /  JOHN HOLLAND AND THE REPLACEMENT BRIDGE 
Despite advising the WHJCG and community that the project will not require the closing of Rail Street, 
they and Mitchell Shire will be doing just that for ten weeks.   We have tried our best to highlight the 
huge chaos that will occur at the Heathcote Junction crossing but they will not listen to the locals and 
prefer to quote their traffic modelling that does not see any problem.   Sorry everyone, we tried. 

mailto:info@kilmoregolfclub.com.au
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WANDONG HISTORY GROUP 

 
 
 

NO PROJECT CREEP  
  
The Wandong   
Heathcote Junction 
Community Group 
has been assured by 
Inland Rail /John   
Holland that there is 
no plan to remove 
vegetation including 
large gum trees at 
Dry Creek, on the 
Wandong - Broadford 
Road,     Wandong,  

Wandong Statium is no more 
 

After many years of advising the various councillors, council officers and anyone  
vaguely to do with council finally someone listened. The embarrassing mistake on  
the signage at LB Davern reserve has finally been fixed. We did offer to take a  
texta down and make the change but that would be seen as graffiti and we couldnôt  
do that so now officially we can celebrate that Wandong now has a STADIUM! 

 

While discussing the issue of the incorrect sign we also advised council of the state of the public toilets at 
the memorial park, door locks broken, toilet paper rolls broken and one completely missing and the 
cleaning that is so poorly done that after the cleaner leaves the toilets are just as bad as before they get 
there. Fortunately, a shire officer was witness to this so we are expecting to see a great improvement on 
the management of these facilities. Hopefully the locks will be fixed for ANZAC Day.  
 

We also pointed out the growing piles of rubbish around the Plaza, bins are regularly overflowing, and 
yes there is more pressure on with the all the extra activity with inland Rail in town. We have asked the 
shire to have the bins emptied more often, lets see if that happens. 
 

It would be great if more people could report issues to council, we were advised to go direct through the 
Mitchell Shite app to do so. There are growing piles of rubbish being dumped all about the place and 
itôs a massive issue and all that rubbish finding its way into paddocks being ingested by farm animals 
can kill them in very quick time. The shire is catching up and fining people when they can but everyone 
needs to be on this to get our town cleaned up and a place we can be proud of again. 
 

Donôt forget ANZAC Day, any groups or organisations wishing to be part of the official wreath laying 
need to let me know ASAP. 
 

Karen Christensen 
President, Wandong History Group 
Email: wandonghistorygroup4@gmail.com 

Chw twL±!¢9 {![9 
[ŀƴŘ ƛƴ wŀƛƭ {ǘΣ ²ŀƴŘƻƴƎ 

 

²ŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ  
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News and Events from the Upper Plenty         
Merri Catchments Landcare Group 
 

At our last meeting we had a great turnout for the presentation 
from our Landcare Facilitator Chris Cobern about the role of 
installing artificial Nest Boxes at your home, or on private land 
and public reserves to support Native Wildlife that otherwise 
depend on hollows in trees which are often in short Supply.  
The range of wildlife supported, such as gliders, possums,  

phascogales, microbats and a whole range of birdlife are catered for just by choosing the diameter and 
placement of the entry hole.   This presentation was the first in a series activities and events where partici-
pants can build their own or buy a nest box, learn how and where to install if by hands on field work, 
monitor the box to see who is in residence and record the details. 

Our next box presentation at the shack            Our stand at the March Scouts market day  

We have other events coming up including: 
 

Weed control planning session to assist land managers responding to council notices or wanting help in 
learning about weed control options that work. 
On Saturday April 18th 9.30-11.30am at the Shack 1240 Whittlesea Wallan road, Upper Plenty. 
 

Merri Creek Clean up at the corner or South Mountain Road and  Epping Kilmore road Heathcote 
Junction. 
Sponsored by Melbourne Water and run by the Merri Creek Management committee 
On June 27th.  Contact our Landcare group for registration and event details. 
 

Animal pest control on your property.  If you donôt have the time, experience or resources to control 
those invasive animal pests like Deer, Foxes and Rabbits. Come along to our May meeting to learn about 
some options on how communities can work together to bring in specialists for FREE. 
May 20th  at 6.30pm at The Shack. 
 

We will be at the Wallan Scout Market every other month for more information of what we do. 
 
Our website will give details on what activities we are running or call our friendly secretary on 
0412408048.    Secretary.upmclg@gmail.com  www.upmclg@gmail.com 

Kreffts glider in next box                                             Next box view of our monitoring team  

mailto:Secretary.upmclg@gmail.com
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WANDONG FIRE BRIGADE 
 

 

Wandong fire brigade celebrated 50 years (1976 - 2026) of collecting for the Royal  

Children's Hospital Good Friday Appeal this year. Over this time, we have collected over  

$300,000 for this important cause.   This year we collected $9909.60! Thank you to all our  

collectors, and everybody who donated. It has been fun reminiscing over the old days when people threw 

coins from cars and we would pick them up from all over the ground. We would welcome any old photos 

or memorabilia that people find at home. Check out this pic on the right from the Good Friday Appeal 

from the early 1990s.  

Our recent recruitment campaign was a  
huge success. Our aim was to gain five new  
firefighters by the end of March. We have  
had an amazing 12 community members 
sign up, nine wishing to train as firefighters, 
and three people volunteering to be support 
crew for the brigade! Training begins in 
April.  
 

Fire restrictions were lifted 30th March 

2026. Burning off is permitted, with Council 

by-laws to be followed.   Fires should be 

registered with the Burn-Off line by calling 

1800 668 511 Or online.   With the end of 

daylight savings, it is important to Check 

your Smoke Alarms. A working smoke 

alarm saves lives.  

We are hosting a Trivia Night on       

Saturday 16th May, starting 6pm at   

the Wandong Community Centre and 

tickets are selling fast. Come along and 

enjoy a fantastic adult only night and 

support your local fire brigade. Tables 

are 10 people, $20 per person. BYO food 

and drinks. There will be a door prize, 

competitions and a big raffle. See our 

image or the FB group for link to order 

tickets. 
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Celebrating the end of Term One 
 

We have finished off the first term of 2026 with many exciting events! We held a whole-school assembly, 
celebrating our special award winners for the term and showing our gratitude to Steph Domino, our   
outgoing PAFA President, who has invested an unbelievable amount of time and energy into creating 
amazing school events and fundraisers. We also held our Easter Bonnet Parade and much-anticipated 
Colour Run on the final day of term. We wish all our families a safe and happy Easter break ï we hope 

you are able to spend time with your loved ones and eat lots of chocolate these school holidays.  

WANDONG PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Author Visit ï Tess Who Runs for Fun 
 

We were so excited to have our very own Mr Gardiner return to school to share his new book, óTess 
Who Runs for Funô. It was great to hear about the writing process and to see the special feature that 

our school makes in the story! We also loved getting to see Tess and Sharpie again and give them lots   
of pats as they visited each classroom.  

Welcome Osaka! 
 

The Wandong PS family has officially welcomed      
Osaka ï our new school wellbeing dog.    She has   
joined us through Guide Dogs Victoria, made possible 
by a government funded program that supports the 
placement of wellbeing and therapy dogs in schools.  
 

Programs like this recognise the powerful role animals can play in supporting student wellbeing,       
emotional regulation, confidence and connection at school.  
 

After a long process of applying, planning and training, Osaka has officially arrived and begun getting  
to know her new home. We are looking forward to the positive impact Osaka will have for our students, 

staff and wider community.    See photo page 19                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                Continued page 19 
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WANDONG PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Maths Afternoon 
 

We were lucky to have lots of special visitors  
come and join us in our classrooms for a fun 

Maths  afternoon of games and brain-stretching 
challenges! We are grateful for the opportunity   
to share our curiosity and love of Maths with our 
families. 

                                                                     National Young Leaders Conference 
Our senior leadership group travelled by train   into the city to attend the National Young Leaders 
Conference. The students were inspired by powerful speakers and showed outstanding leadership, 
pride and curiosity throughout the day.  
 

We are so proud of how they represented our school, and we look forward to seeing them bring their 
learning from the day back into our school community!  



20 

 


