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JOHN HOLLAND WANTS TO CLOSE RAIL 
STREET WANDONG FOR 8 TO 10 WEEKS IN 
MID APRIL FOR INLAND RAIL BRIDGE        

REPLACEMENT WORKS 

òWhatõs Newsó is produced as a non - profit newsletter for the Wandong / Heathcote Junction Community. The opinions expressed in this newsletter are not 
necessarily those of the editors. Publication of Advertisements should not be taken as endorsements of products. Letters to the editors are always welcome, but 

will only be considered for publication with authentic names and addresses available for publication. Although every care is taken in preparing òWhatõs Newsó 
the editors cannot accept any responsibilities or liabilities for errors or omissions. 
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CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY 2026 
 

THE WANDONG HEATHCOTE 
JUNCTION COMMUNITY 
GROUP THANKS THE 16 

VOLUNTEERS WHO CLEARED 
24 BAGS OF RUBBISH FROM 
THE FREEWAY RAMPS AND     
EPPING KILMORE ROAD ON 
CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY.  

The closure OF Rail Street would be contrary to earlier     
advice and agreement that Rail Street would be kept open    
to traffic  during the project.  If closure was permitted the 
pressure on Heathcote Junction and the rail crossing would 
be unmanageable particularly at school times.  The traffic 
queued on the Epping Kilmore Road would be dangerous and 
blocking through traffic at most times and could stretch for a 
kilometer when the booms are down for trains that can be 
slow and as long as two kilometers. There is no turning lane 
from the north and very short turning lane from the 
south.  The same applies on Rail Street where traffic could 
extend from the school (and new child care) to the rail    
crossing and beyond.   It will be impossible for emergency  
vehicles to negotiate this disaster. 
 

Rail Street is a Mitchell Shire Council street but no advice    
or consultation with the community has occurred so it is     
presumed John Holland had not consulted Mitchell Shire.  
  

The Wandong Heathcote Junction Community Group has 
asked Mitchell Shire to investigate. 
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    BIRTHDAY                      
GREETINGS  

 We wish the following  

people a very happy 

birthday  
 

19 Mar  Jackson Kilroy             W  
20 Mar  Mark Seeley                 HJ 
20 Mar  Margie Sanders             B 
21 Mar  Ben Marshall                HJ 
22 Mar  Steven Burns               HJ 
22 Mar  Kim Tierney                UP 
22 Mar  Kaitlin Dodds               W 
23 Mar  Jenny Sannweld          HJ 
24 Mar  Sandy Brown               HJ 
24 Mar  Emma Ryan                 KE 
24 Mar  Mark Shingles               W 
26 Mar  Brad Candy                   W 
26 Mar  Galen Sartore               W 
27 Mar  Kayla OõSullivan           W 
28 Mar  Jason Harrington         HJ 
28 Mar  Gerard Hibbert             W 
29 Mar  Hayley Seeley              HJ 
29 Mar  Joshua Walsh              HJ 
30 Mar  Greg Gibbs                   W 
30 Mar  Chris Bellomo              HJ 
31 Mar  Nicholas Villanti          HJ 
 3 Apr   Sarah Hanson               W 
 3 Apr   Mia Albert                   HJ 
 4 Apr   Lachlan Hardwick  Wallan 
 5 Apr   Don McNaughton         HJ 
 6 Apr   Kaylah Sanders            HJ 
 7 Apr   Travid Symons             HJ 
 7 Apr   Lyn Gutterson              W     
 9 Apr   Jared Plumbe              Cl 
10 Apr  Lachlan Gough             HJ 
11 Apr  Abby Maree Miller        W 
12 Apr  Katherine Kovacic       WP 
13 Apr  Georgia Shingles           W 
14 Apr  Simone Burns              HJ 
14 Apr  Jason Watson               Y 
15 Apr  Kelsey Batey                W 
15 Apr  Chris Ryan                   KE 
16 Apr  Neil Douthwaite          HJ 
16 Apr  Vincent Hutchison       HJ 
16 Apr  Shelby Reeves              W 
16 Apr  Georgia Limbrick          B 
19 Apr  Natalie Hannemann      W  
 

Whatõs Happening  
  

WANDONG         
OUTSIDE SCHOOL  
HOURS CARE 

COMMUNITY  
WEBSITES 

 

www.wandong.vic.au 
www.upperplenty.com 

 

 

 

THE SHACK IS BACK 
 

The Upper Plenty  
Community Hall  

 óóTHE SHACKò   
is open for hire.    

For information and    
bookings call Susan or 
Wayne on  0499 907 017 

Service Phone Number:  

0497 877 771  
Your service coordinator will be 
available during session times. 
TheirCare support is available 
during office hours if required on 
1300 072 410  
 

How to Enrol  
 

Visit TheirCare website: 
www.theircare.com.au  
and click on óBook Nowô in     the 
top right hand corner to register 
your childôs details.  

   

ANNIVERSARY 
CONGRATULATIONS 

 
13 Mar   Irene & Kevin Bartlett   W 
23 Mar   Adam & Sharon Saw     HV 
30 Mar   Kerry & Chris Bellomo    HJ 
30 Mar   Jenny & Graeme McSolvin   W 
25 Apr   David & Sandra Bartolo   W 

GET   
ñWHATS NEWSò  
BY  EMAIL 

 

If you would like to      
receive "Whats News"  
by email each month, 
send your name and 
email details to :  
whatsnewswhj@gmail.com   
 

  Remember  
"Whats News" is also     
available on the website 
<www.wandong.vic.au>       

 HIRE THE 
WANDONG 
PUBLIC 
HALL 

To hire the hall  
contact Christine 
for bookings or  
other information 
on  0448 604 770.    

http://www.wandong.vic.au/
http://www.reedycreek.vic.au/
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Itõs all about locals and   

 how they like it!  

Open every day 
8am-8pm 

 
 

Come on in and support  
your local store.  

 

See in store for many  
great specials. 

 

  Great Range of:  
 

Groceries   
Meat   

Produce   
Deli  

Dairy   
Freezer      
Liquor  

 
 

Wandong Licensed Supermarket 
3272 Epping Kilmore Rd, Wandong 

 

5787 1911  

 
 Upper Plenty Merri  
Catchments Landcare  
Group 

 

We provide support for land 
management issues such as weed, pest and 
erosion control.   
    

Also  improving soil and biodiversity by 
providing advice,  support, and grant funding.  
 

We meet on the third Wednesday of the 
month at 6.30pm at  ñThe Shackò             
1240 Wallan road, Upper Plenty 3756.    
 

ALL WELCOME 
 

See our facebook page:  
Upper Plenty Merri Catchments Landcare Group 
And website: 
Http://www.upmclg.org.au  
 

Membership enquiries:   
membership.upmclg@gmail.com    
 

or  Chris Cobern 0413855490 

  

 

Donald Trump to visit Wandong! 
 

It will come as a surprise to many residents 
that very soon we are to be honoured by a   
visit by the President of the United States of 
America, Mr Donald Trump. The President 
has accepted an invitation to open the new 
railway bridge at Wandong.  
 

A  Mr Clyde Riley, (Well known in the      
Wandong area for various reasons.) was     
successful in bribing (convincing) the Presi-
dent to do the honours and open the new 
bridge.  
 

(It is rumoured that some precious minerals 
have been uncovered whilst tunnelling for the 
foundations and some have suggested that that 
may be the real reason for the surprise visit!) 
Donny, (Only close friends are allowed to call 
him that,) was encouraged to visit when he 
found out that there was an Uncle Samôs 
I.G.A. general store already firmly established 
in Wandong and  believe it or not further 
down the road was the Magpie and Trump   
hotel! Donny commented that just by levelling 
out a bit of hilly ground out the back he could 
put in a landing strip for Air Force One and 
on APRIL THE FIRST he could fly in, open 
the bridge, and fly out on the one day! (I heard 
some say that would not be soon enough.) 
 

Truthfully yours.  A.G. 
 

P.S. Donôt fool around, tickets for the óApril 
the Firstô bridge opening (In aid of Mr Clyde 
Rileyôs retirement fund.) will be on sale at the 
bridge site from Monday.   

http://www.upmclg.org.au/
about:blank


 5 

 

Whittlesea Anglican Christ Church  
 

We are located at  
5ñ9 Wallan Rd, Whittlesea. 

Phone:   9716 2042 
Sunday service is at 10.30am 

All are welcome to stay back for a cup of  
coffee, tea, scones and biscuits. 

 

Services to the Community: 
 

Whittlesea Opportunity Shop  
The Op shop is now on site at  
5-9 Wallan Rd, Whittlesea. 
Phone:   9716 2042 

Open Monday to Friday 10am to 4pm,  
Saturday 9.30am to 12.30pm. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
To equip and release people into their God given destiny 
  

Meeting at 10.30am every Sunday  
at the Freedom Care Building,  

127c Northern Highway Kilmore Vic 
ð  entrance on Willomavin Road 

nquiries to ; 
Pastor Frantz Heinzelmann 
Mobile:   0411 794 188 
www.freedomcarechurch.org.au 
 

All Welcome.  Love to see you there 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
An answer could be just as brief as óItôs just something that churchy people do at this time of the year 
sweety, letôs get some more easter eggs!ô Or the answer might be the chance to breach a subject that has 
long been avoided until the right time came along!  
In my humble opinion óright timesô do not come along often and should be grabbed firmly before they 
are lost for ever in our busy lives! Are we ready to talk about the story that the Man on the tree was an 
historical figure who with His followers went about showing us how to love each other, to learn right 
from wrong, telling stories to show how we should treat each other, He healed many sick people and was 
finally put to death for upsetting the ruling authorities. He was crucified, suffering unbelievable pain and 
agony dying slowly with after having been beaten and a crown of thorns forced on His head to mock Him.  
The Bible tells us that this Man on the tree and the events leading up to His crucifixion, were foretold 
hundreds of years before and that this man is Jesus the Son of God, dying for our wrongdoings in a most 
horrific manner. In addition, He who was completely without blemish took it on Himself to die in our 
place so that those who believe in Him are promised eternal life. He said that He is going to prepare a 
place for us that where He is, we will also be! Obviously, a wise parent will be able to tell the story in a 
manner acceptable to suit the loved one in question. But wait thereôs more, Jesus  said when I go to my 
Father I will not leave you to battle on your own, I will arrange a óComforterô to help you know the right 
decisions to make, a guide to living a life pleasing to God, a way to cope with lifeôs difficult situations.      
A support to fall back on at times of overwhelming stress. Many times, in the Bible such as in  Matthew 
Ch 11 v 28 we read- Come unto Me all you that labour and are heavy laden and I will give you rest, for I 
am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find peace for your soul! 
 

Mummy is the man dead?  Wow! Now, thereôs a ówait till your dad gets home oneô if ever Iôve heard it.  
Is the Man dead? Yes, the Man did die on the cross, but the difference is that, as predicted hundreds of 
years ago, He rose to life again and went to heaven where he sits at the right hand of His Father God.  
That Man is Jesus Christ who died to save us from the penalty of our wrongdoings. The bible doesnôt 
mince words, in Galatians  Ch 6 v 7 we read.  God is not mocked, for what a man sows that shall he also 
reap! And in Romans Ch 3 v 27 all of us have done wrong and fallen short of the glory of God. Revela-
tions Ch 20 v15 says if anyone is not found in the book of life they will be in real trouble. 
     

The prophets foretold of His resurrection, history tells us of the resurrection, and the change in His      
followers at the time shows us that something world-changing had taken place because the Man on the 
tree was no longer there! Then comes the proof, the dramatic change in the lives of those who over the 
years have decided to follow the Man who suffered and died on the tree. The inexplainable power of the 
Comforter that Jesus promised to leave with us.  Watch the thousands of His followers who demonstrate 
amazing powers to write, preach, heal, comfort and have convinced so many to follow in His footsteps! 
We are glad that the tree is now empty. Yes, little one, the Man on the tree did die but has risen to be with 
His Father in Heaven and made a promise to those who go to live with Him that He will wipe away their 
tears, that death, pain and suffering will be no more and we will see the big picture and have our       
questions answered. (These are the reasons to celebrate the Easter season)  
 

A.G. (enquirer) 

Mummy why is the man hanging on that tree? 
 

This question overheard recently asked by a five-year-old as she saw an advertisement for an Easter 
church service! Now thereôs an opportunity for an óask your fatherô answer! How to satisfy  a question 
such as this would depend on the questionerôs maturity and ability to carry on a serious discussion.  

http://www.freedomcarechurch.org.au/
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WANDONG AUSTRALIANA  
 

MOTEL - TAVERN - RESTAURANT  
BROADHURST LANE, WANDONG  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

·FULLY LICENSED·SMORGASBORD 

·A LA CARTE  ·ACCOMMODATION  

ENQUIRIES AND 
BOOKINGS:  
(03) 5787 1401 

 

The Kilmore &                
District Hospital 
 Rutledge Street, Kilmore    Phone:  (03) 5734 2000 
  

Urgent Care Centre   
(Open 24/7 with Registered Nurses)   
  

  Acute Ward (30 beds) 
  Maternity    (including antenatal classes 
and dietician) 

  Oncology 
  Surgical Procedures 
  District Nursing 
  Aged Care ï  
 Dianella Hostel and                                     
Caladenia Nursing Home    Website:  
www.kilmoredistricthospital.org.au 

 

Anyone wishing to join  
Kilmore District Mens Shed 

Should contact 
John Perrett  0418 288 024 or 
Ron Hamilton  0481 268 471 

 

Operating hours are 
Tuesday and Thursday 
9.30 am  -  Approx. 1.30 pm 

 

email:  Kilmoremensshed@gmail.com 

  
 

Probus Club of     
Kilmore District Inc 

Are you retired, semi retired or simply looking 
for new friendships and activities? 
Kilmore Probus are looking for new members 
and you would be most welcome.  
 

Our meetings include guest speakers and in-
house fun. Activities include  weekly morning 
teas    supporting local businesses and fortnight-
ly/monthly lunches.  
 

Our monthly meetings are held on the third 
Monday of each month (except December) at 
Trackside, East Street Kilmore at 10.15am. 
Come and join us. 
 

Enquiries to:   Margaret Jakymczuk 
Mobile: 0412 335 657 
Email: margaretjakymczuk1@gmail.com 

http://www.kilmoredistricthospital.org.au
mailto:email%3AKilmoremensshed@gmail.com
mailto:margaretjakymczuk1@gmail.com
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Services held at  5pm Sundays  
ALL WELCOME 

 

Enquiries to:  
David Moran  5787 1738 

Wandong District Church 
      29 Wandong Ave,  

Wandong  
  
              

ñLetting the 
LIGHT Shine 

in the Worldó 

 

ST JOHNôS ANGLICAN                   
CHURCH, WANDONG 

  

WANDONG AVE, WANDONG 
 

Enquires 9308 2452 
 

 Services: 8.30am  
 

on 1st & 3rd Sundays   
 

 ALL WELCOME 

 

 
 

GARDEN SCENE WITH GAIL 
Itôs already March and havenôt we had some lovely rain, finely, thereôs even some green growth 
pushing through the parched ground. Iôve been using the Seasol wetting agent a lot, facilitating 
the absorption of moisture to the plantsô roots and it lessens water runoff which is fantastic to 
aid in keeping soil where it needs to be, not cascading down an embankment or any decline. 
Even though we are going into a cooler time of year it is imperative that all our plants receive 
the most moisture that they can. It can be difficult in the cooler months because we can assume 
óoh well, itôs cooler so I donôt need to water as muchô and we get caught out, plants suffer, and 
come the warmer months, they are already stressing and then we have to play ócatch upô. Even 
a heavy dew can help, certainly it does on plants with larger leaves, last Winter was dry and itôs 
taken the two most recent heavy downpours to fill dams, tanks etc. Water is liquid gold and that 
may mean we might need to rethink the way we garden and the plants we use. Watering at 
night, except for roses is more effective and deeper waterings is better for the plants to encour-
age deep root systems. Improve the quality of the soil by weeding and top dressing with well-
rotted cow manure, mushroom compost is okay however, it is slightly alkaline which will affect 
acid loving plants, and it may contain more salt than preferred. Well-rotted cow manure can be 
used on basically everything, within moderation, and never pile it or anything directly around 
the base of plants. Mulch is really beneficial; it can keep the hot drying conditions away from 
plants roots as well as keep the soil a little warmer around the base of the plant during the cold-
er months. With the soil quality improved you can get to pruning any plants that have gone a 
bit crazy and if the ground is dry, water before pruning and apply an application of Seasol, the 
tonic not the wetting agent before and after pruning. Autumn flowering plants can be pruned 
directly after flowering and before they push new growth. As the weather cools it can be a good 
time to move plants that are not suited to the position theyôre in, whether it be too hot or cold, 
too smaller of a space for them to grow well or you prefer their foliage colour or habit some-
where else. Prepare the new hole first with all the goodies and move by digging at their drip line 
a third of the way around until youôve reached all the way around, this may take a week. This 
reduces stress on the plant by each section repairing the roots before you cut the next section, 

use Seasol before you dig and let it soak in well and then after you have 
dug. Autumn is a fantastic season with deciduous plants changing col-
our in preparation of dropping their leaves ready for their Winter 
sleep and you donôt want to miss out on that display. Wandong looks 
amazing during Autumn as does Lancefield, Gisborne, Kyneton, Mt 
Macedon and many other areas. If you havenôt got room for a large 
tree such as an Oak, Ash, Horse Chestnut or Elm go for a Red Bud, 
Chinese Pistachio, Maple, Cotinus, Crepe Mrytle, there are so many to 
choose from itôs like a smorgasbord of 
plants for a smaller garden.  
Have a marvellous March. 
Gail Mains Kendrick                              

(your local real estate agent)  
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DETAILS  
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WANDONG HISTORY GROUP 
 

 
 
 

Great to see some good rain at last, the garden around the church has perked up, 
it doesnôt  take much to get things going again but the plants were suffering for a 
while. 
 

We were to host U3A from Kilmore for a history tour of the town but had to  
cancel due to wet weather, never thought that was going to happen but we will 
reschedule and get them out when the weather is more favourable. 
 

We have yet to meet with council regarding ANZAC Day so not sure if we will be 
running this event this year, but keep an eye out we will try to let everyone know where its at after the 
meeting with council regarding the permit. We also need more help with the event which is another   
issue that may prevent us running it in future. Itôs a lot of work and without help there are just to few of 
us to do it. Common for all groups I know but we have asked for help in the past and had no response.,  
 

We are waiting on a grant       
announcement for our major 
project for the year, fingers 
crossed for that as it will make a 
good project magnificent if we 
can get it.  
 

Given the construction around 

town at the moment this image of 
the old, old bridge and the      
current bridge is timely, wonôt  
be long now and we will have   
another monster bridge in place. 
 

Karen Christensen 
President  
Wandong History Group 
wandonghisto-
rygroup4@gmail.com 
https://wandongheathcotejunction 
history.com.au 

PROJECT CREEP ??? 
The Wandong Heathcote Junction Community 
Group has asked whoever is responsible at     
Inland Rail /John Holland to confirm that      
following what appears to be a decision to      
remove vegetation at Dry Creek, Wandong, it 
does not  include the established trees shown in 
the photo.   There appears to be some project 
creep and we hope they can allay our fears that 
this is not the case.  

mailto:wandonghistorygroup4@gmail.com
mailto:wandonghistorygroup4@gmail.com
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Citizens Become Scientists for a Day 
 

The Upper Plenty Merri Catchments Landcare Group 
(UPMCLG) hosted its second annual WaterWatch Day on  
Sunday 7th December, inviting citizens to step into the shoes of 
environmental scientists.  The purpose of the day is to help our 
understanding of creek health by assessing aquatic macro    
invertebrate populations.  Participants learn how to recognise 
and sort their specimens into like categories (Order level, in 

taxonomy terms), and the presence and absence of different species and their numbers is then used to   
assess creek health. 
 

Under the guidance of experienced WaterWatch Education Officer  Trevor Hausler, volunteers examined 
aquatic macro invertebrates in stream samples from a local wetlands (which one was it again?) and 
Bruces Creek, an upper tributary of the Plenty River, learning how to sort and identify different species.  
The activity wasnôt just fun, it provided valuable insights into the health of the local creek. 
 

An enthusiastic cohort of 11 citizen scientists (CS) from MCMC WaterWatch ensured plenty of hands and 
eyes were on hand for the activity.  As active participants in a mission of environmental care, WaterWatch 
CS volunteers in WaterWatch activities and stream health assessments.  Merri Creek Management    
Committee Coordinator of Citizen Science and Waterway Education Julia Cirillo said ñIt was inspiring  
to see our volunteers so engaged with the creek and its creatures.  By working together, weôre not only 
helping to monitor the ecological health of our waterways but also building a lasting sense of steward-
ship.ò 
 

By recording the presence, absence, and abundance of tiny water dwelling creatures, participants helped 
build a clearer picture of the ecosystemôs condition.  UPMCLG President David Markham said the day 
not only strengthens community knowledge of creek health but also inspires people to care for their      
environment. 
 

ñPeople love discovering what lives beneath the surface,ò said UPMCLG Secretary Michael Watson. ñItôs 
hands-on science that shows them how important these waterways are.ò  Michael is passionate about local 
waterways and is looking to form a WaterWatch Group to more closely monitor and improve our     
catchments health.  And you donôt have to be local to be in it!  Anyone interested in being part of a newly 
formed UPMCLG WaterWatch group is asked to contact UPMCLG Secretary Michael Watson at either 
our website www.upmclg.org.au, or via our Facebook page. 
 

The Landcare Group plans to continue the tradition annually, combining education, community spirit, 
and environmental stewardship.   

Photos are of the group and the 
site for collection. The person at 
the creek photo is Trevor Hausler, 
waterwatch trainer. The creek is 
Bruces Creek  Upper Plenty 

http://www.upmclg.org.au
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