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IF YOU MISS AN ISSUE OF ñWHATS NEWSò go to website <www.wandong.vic.au/local-news/whats-news>  
 

Wandong  - Heathcote Junction  -  why would you live anywhere else.    Until  February 2026,  Allen Hall (editor) 
NEXT ISSUE DEADLINE: COPY & ADS  28 February 2026      DELIVERY from 11 March 2026  

Printed by Newspaper House, Kilmore 

INLAND RAIL PROGRESS AT WANDONG 
 

As What News goes to print, the new Wandong ï Broad-
ford Road bridge will be lifted into place.    
 

Made up of 41 girders in total and assembled on-site, the 
new bridge is 35 metres long, 14.5 metres wide and weighs 
approximately 246 tonnes. 
 

It will be craned into place by a 600-tonne crawler crane. 
The existing Broadford-Wandong Road bridge will be  
demolished once the new bridge is open to traffic later 
this year. 
 

Inland Rail is replacing the bridge in Wandong to allow 
sufficient clearance for double-stacked containers on 
freight trains to use the rail line. 
 

It is anticipated that the new bridge will improve safety, 
connectivity and amenity, with a new shared use path, 
intersection improvements and the addition of open   
community space extending to Pickett Walk. 

 

AUSTRALIA DAY 2026  

AT WANDONG 
Carolyn and Jack van der Ree are the 

Wandong Heathcote Junction Australia 

Day 2026 local award recipients.    
 

Pages 13 & 17  for details and photos. 

òWhatõs Newsó is produced as a non - profit newsletter for the Wandong / Heathcote Junction Community. The opinions expressed in this newsletter are not 
necessarily those of the editors. Publication of Advertisements should not be taken as endorsements of products. Letters to the editors are always welcome, but 

will only be considered for publication with authentic names and addresses available for publication. Although every care is taken in preparing òWhatõs Newsó 
the editors cannot accept any responsibilities or liabilities for errors or omissions. 
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PLEASE JOIN THE WANDONG HEATHCOTE JUNCTION 
COMMUNITY GROUP AND VOLUNTEERS  AT THE           

WANDONG RAILWAY STATION CAR PARK AT  9AM ON  
SUNDAY 1ST MARCH TO HELP CLEAN UP RUBBISH ON 

CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY.   
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WANDONG TENNIS CLUB 
Email: wandongtennisclub@hotmail.com   

or text Lisa on 0407 112 880. 
 

 

Information is posted on our                
Facebook page.   
www.facebook.com/wandongtennis 

Congratulations to our section 1  singles team of 
Sean Dennis and Dylan Hall who were runner up 
in the MDTA Spring 2025 grand final   
Well done on a great season  
 

Tuesday night and Thursday night autumn      
seasons have now started. Good luck to all teams.  
 

Coaching is available at the club. Please contact 
Karl on 0423611317 
Or kv.tennis@hotmail.com  

https://www.facebook.com/wandongtennis
mailto:kv.tennis@hotmail.com
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    BIRTHDAY                      
GREETINGS  

 We wish the following  

people a very happy 

birthday  
 

16 Feb  Guy Batey                    W 
16 Feb  Caitlin Gough              HJ 
16 Feb  Brent Candy                 W 
16 Feb  Lauren Saw                 HV 
17 Feb  Breeanna Thomas         B 
17 Feb  Rosemary Hobson        HJ 
18 Feb  Loren Page                   C 
20 Feb  Ashleigh Sannweld      HJ 
21 Feb  Bianca Villanti             HJ 
22 Feb  Jake Saw                     HV 
22 Feb  Hayley Mumberson      HJ 
24 Feb  David Bartolo              UP 
24 Feb  Steve Kilroy                 W 
25 Feb  Daniel Hannemann       W 
25 Feb  Lyn Thomas                  B 
27 Feb  Graeme Edwards         HJ 
27 Feb  Jennifer Cocks             W 
28 Feb  Carol McIntyre             KE 
 2 Mar   Simon Caeli                  W 
 2 Mar   Heather Limbrick         B 
 3 Mar   Colin Williams             HJ 
 4 Mar   Rhiannon Bradshaw     W 
 4 Mar   Heather Flannery        W 
 7 Mar   Kim Kyriacou                K 
 8 Mar   Blake Dennehy            HJ 
 8 Mar   Marilyn McNaughton    HJ 
 8 Mar   Tim Abela                    HJ 
 8 Mar   Rodney Stone              HJ 
10 Mar  Bree Chisholm             HJ 
11 Mar  Steve Albert                HJ 
12 Mar  James Stewart             W 
12 Mar  Sharna Flannery           W 
12 Mar  Jayden Rhead              HJ 
13 Mar  Phyllis McCarthy          HJ 
13 Mar  Kylie Coad                    W 
14 Mar  Geoff McMahon            HJ 
16 Mar  Lisa Kelly                     HJ 
16 Mar  Chris Waldie                 W 
17 Mar  Catherine Humphries   W 
17 Mar  Andrew Ryan               KE 
17 Mar  Kylie Warburton          HJ 
17 Mar  Abigail OõSullivan         W 
19 Mar  Jackson Kilroy             W                 
 

Whatõs Happening  
  

WANDONG         
OUTSIDE SCHOOL  
HOURS CARE 

COMMUNITY  
WEBSITES 

 

www.wandong.vic.au 
www.upperplenty.com 

 

 

 

THE SHACK IS BACK 
 

The Upper Plenty  
Community Hall  

 óóTHE SHACKò   
is open for hire.    

For information and    
bookings call Susan or 
Wayne on  0499 907 017 

Service Phone Number:  

0497 877 771  
Your service coordinator will be 
available during session times. 
TheirCare support is available 
during office hours if required on 
1300 072 410  
 

How to Enrol  
 

Visit TheirCare website: 
www.theircare.com.au  
and click on óBook Nowô in     the 
top right hand corner to register 
your childôs details.  

   

ANNIVERSARY 
CONGRATULATIONS 

 
18 Feb    Marj & Allan Knight    W 
21 Feb Karen & Alastair MacDonald W 
7 Mar   Gary & Judy Fairweather   WP 
10 Mar  Olivia & Clive Allen    HJ 
10 Mar   Frank & Bette Sartore   W 
11 Mar   Pat & Lindi Leddin    HJ 
13 Mar   Irene & Kevin Bartlett   W 

GET   
ñWHATS NEWSò  
BY  EMAIL 

 

If you would like to      
receive "Whats News"  
by email each month, 
send your name and 
email details to :  
whatsnewswhj@gmail.com   
 

  Remember  
"Whats News" is also     
available on the website 
<www.wandong.vic.au>       

 HIRE THE 
WANDONG 
PUBLIC 
HALL 

To hire the hall  
contact Christine 
for bookings or  
other information 
on  0448 604 770.    

http://www.wandong.vic.au/
http://www.reedycreek.vic.au/
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Itõs all about locals and   

 how they like it!  

Open every day 
8am-8pm 

 
 

Come on in and support  
your local store.  

 

See in store for many  
great specials. 

 

  Great Range of:  
 

Groceries   
Meat   

Produce   
Deli  

Dairy   
Freezer      
Liquor  

 
 

Wandong Licensed Supermarket 
3272 Epping Kilmore Rd, Wandong 

 

5787 1911  

 
 Upper Plenty Merri  
Catchments Landcare  
Group 

 

We provide support for land 
management issues such as weed, pest and 
erosion control.   
    

Also  improving soil and biodiversity by 
providing advice,  support, and grant funding.  
 

We meet on the third Wednesday of the 
month at 6.30pm at  ñThe Shackò             
1240 Wallan road, Upper Plenty 3756.    
 

ALL WELCOME 
 

See our facebook page:  
Upper Plenty Merri Catchments Landcare Group 
And website: 
Http://www.upmclg.org.au  
 

Membership enquiries:   
membership.upmclg@gmail.com    
 

or  Chris Cobern 0413855490 

  

 

WANDONG 
CAROLS 2025 
 

A night of fun and 
Christmas celebrations 
was had by all December 
14th  singing Christmas 
Carols and Australian 
themed songs - like 
Home Amongst the Gum Trees as we reside in the 
Mitchell Shire and surrounding areas in this      
special season. We encouraged the real meaning of 
Christmas - Jesus Christ.  The community and a 
variety of churches with all their unique skills,   
talents and willing volunteers made this a success-
ful event. A night of fun and joyfulness. Performers 
from previous years came and entertained us as 
well as the new. Bendigo Bank were the sponsors; 
Wandong IGA helped with our refreshments - 
Sam's big heart prevailing. Joy of Life blessing 
families attending giving out their hampers. 
 

Life can be tough in some nations - some even 
thrown in to gaol, unable to worship, let alone 
mention the name of Jesus. Some very adverse   
circumstances and horrific events happening for 
some believers. 
So please, take the opportunity to be able to      
worship freely, visiting a church. 
Advertised as HIS LOVE BANNER - not just at 
Christmas, not just at Easter; but at all 
times!  God's Love Banner is always over us, so 
reach out for that special love. Staying away from 
fear, doing our best to listen to trusted and nonvio-
lent. media reports - only encouraging news.        
AS GOD'S LOVE BANNER CONTINUES TO BE 
OVER US ALL.    
Merle Croskell 

http://www.upmclg.org.au/
about:blank
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Whittlesea Anglican Christ Church  
 

We are located at  
5ñ9 Wallan Rd, Whittlesea. 

Phone:   9716 2042 
Sunday service is at 10.30am 
All are welcome to stay back for a cup of  

coffee, tea, scones and biscuits. 
 

Services to the Community: 
 

Whittlesea Opportunity Shop  
The Op shop is now on site at  
5-9 Wallan Rd, Whittlesea. 
Phone:   9716 2042 

Open Monday to Friday 10am to 4pm,  
Saturday 9.30am to 12.30pm. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
To equip and release people into their God given destiny 
  

Meeting at 10.30am every Sunday  
at the Freedom Care Building,  

127c Northern Highway Kilmore Vic 
ð  entrance on Willomavin Road 

 

Enquiries to ; 
Pastor Frantz Heinzelmann 
Mobile:   0411 794 188 
www.freedomcarechurch.org.au 
 

All Welcome.  Love to see you there 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 Which order should the cutlery be in the drawer?  
 

I got to thinking the other day, (A risky thing at my stage of life!) I was mulling over the priorities in life, 
the multiple choices available to us in almost every decision during our day, some discussions, which    
appear to be of monumental importance at the time (in our house at least) differences of opinions, irritat-
ing habits and even laundry practices seem to fade into oblivion with the passing of time! Almost to     
become objects of amusement on reflection at a later date. 
 

I remember once when I was running round like a chook with its head cut off, I read ñBe still and know 
that I am God!ò I have learnt (gradually) to look at my priorities and to refer to my Bible for a guide in 
these hectic times. 
 

Jesus said 
Behold I stand at the door and knock! If anyone invites me in, we will eat together and swap stories. 
(Revelation ch.3 v.20). Jesus knocks and sometimes we are probably arguing so loudly about important 
things like which way the toilet roll should hang that we canôt hear visitors knocking! 
 

Jesus puts a lot of importance on listening and said that when his people hear His voice and follow his 
ways, He recognizes them and promises them eternal life with the assurance that nobody will ever take 
them away from His care. John10.27-28-29. 
 (That promise alone makes it important to see whoôs at the door surely!) 
 

Jesus may be knocking at a time that may not be convenient to us, or in a form that is unfamiliar or even 
distasteful, He may knock in the form of a lonely child, a recently bereaved person, a homeless beggar, an 
annoying neighbor or perhaps a close friend that, while appearing calm on the outside, may be full of  
resentment, guilt or loneliness that only a sensitive, quiet discussion or a good listen may be called for!  
   

Behold I stand at the door and knock if anyone hears Me and opens the door I will come in and we will 
eat and talk together! 
 

Thatôs a pretty fair promise and a start for a good and lasting friendship if ever I heard one, why not 
open the door and invite Him in? 
  

Behold I stand at the door and knock. Donôt be overly concerned about the cutlery arrangements but 
seek first to follow My teachings and all other things will be added to you. Matthew 6/33. (A bit of 
óliteracyô óliteryô ???? license there.) 
 

Behold I stand at the door and knock. Peace, I leave with you My peace I give unto you, let not your heart 
be troubled neither let it be afraid! (I got carried away there but that happens a bit when you get on in 
years!) look it up, John14.27.  
 

In this life of confusion and turmoil Jesus offers direction, purpose, satisfaction, peace and of course ever-
lasting life to all who accept Him as the son of the living God. 
 

Priority One see whoôs at the door! 
 

(Iôve been told by some who used to be my friends that my priorities are not exactly as they should be!) 
 

I donôt think ED allows survey results in his magazine, but I couldnôt resist. Toilet roll installation.  51% 
flap out --- 49% flap in. 
 

A.G.    (Trainee surveyor.) 

http://www.freedomcarechurch.org.au/
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WANDONG AUSTRALIANA  
 

MOTEL - TAVERN - RESTAURANT  
BROADHURST LANE, WANDONG  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

·FULLY LICENSED·SMORGASBORD 

·A LA CARTE  ·ACCOMMODATION  

ENQUIRIES AND 
BOOKINGS:  
(03) 5787 1401 

 

The Kilmore &                
District Hospital 
 Rutledge Street, Kilmore    Phone:  (03) 5734 2000 
  

Urgent Care Centre   
(Open 24/7 with Registered Nurses)   
  

  Acute Ward (30 beds) 
  Maternity    (including antenatal classes 
and dietician) 

  Oncology 
  Surgical Procedures 
  District Nursing 
  Aged Care ï  
 Dianella Hostel and                                     
Caladenia Nursing Home    Website:  
www.kilmoredistricthospital.org.au 

 

Anyone wishing to join  
Kilmore District Mens Shed 

Should contact 
John Perrett  0418 288 024 or 
Ron Hamilton  0481 268 471 

 

Operating hours are 
Tuesday and Thursday 
9.30 am  -  Approx. 1.30 pm 

 

email:  Kilmoremensshed@gmail.com 

  
 

Probus Club of     
Kilmore District Inc 

Are you retired, semi retired or simply looking 
for new friendships and activities? 
Kilmore Probus are looking for new members 
and you would be most welcome.  
 

Our meetings include guest speakers and in-
house fun. Activities include  weekly morning 
teas    supporting local businesses and fortnight-
ly/monthly lunches.  
 

Our monthly meetings are held on the third 
Monday of each month (except December) at 
Trackside, East Street Kilmore at 10.15am. 
Come and join us. 
 

Enquiries to:   Margaret Jakymczuk 
Mobile: 0412 335 657 
Email: margaretjakymczuk1@gmail.com 

http://www.kilmoredistricthospital.org.au
mailto:email%3AKilmoremensshed@gmail.com
mailto:margaretjakymczuk1@gmail.com
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Services held at  5pm Sundays  
ALL WELCOME 

 

Enquiries to:  
David Moran  5787 1738 

Wandong District Church 
      29 Wandong Ave,  

Wandong  
  
              

ñLetting the 
LIGHT Shine 

in the Worldó 

 

ST JOHNôS ANGLICAN                   
CHURCH, WANDONG 

  

WANDONG AVE, WANDONG 
 

Enquires 9308 2452 
 

 Services: 8.30am  
 

on 1st & 3rd Sundays   
 

 ALL WELCOME 

 

 
 

GARDEN SCENE WITH GAIL 
Hope everyone had a memorable Christmas and New Year. Well, itôs another hot and dry   
Summer for us, across the state, no moisture here but the Northern states are flooding and    
given how dry itôs been Iôve relied on the Seasol wetting agent so much this year and Iôm apply-
ing it every few weeks. (avoid applying to any foliage). Watch as you water and if the water is 
running off the roots instead of soaking in, itôs time to reapply and this can be an indicator as to 
the condition of your soil. Rich, porous soil with nutrients will hold moisture so much better 
than poor dried out soil that is more inclined to be hydrophobic. As Iôve weeded, Iôve applied 
the liquid wetting agent, well-rotted cow manure around the roots and followed up with mulch. 
This weather will take its toll on our gardens, lawns, pots and hanging baskets in particular, 
and it may be beneficial to move the baskets and potted plants into a more sheltered position 
out of the direct heat and wind. Fuchsias and our beautiful Hydrangeas will suffer so give them 
a bit more attention than normal. Ensure the soil that they are in, whether pots, baskets or in 
the ground is thoroughly watered with deep waterings. If the sun is really getting to the         
Hydrangeas and you canôt move them, consider covering them during the hot part of the day 
with an umbrella or shade mesh and peg it up off the plant so itôs not fighting heat as well as 
extra weight on the foliage. If hot dry weather and low rainfall is going to be the norm we can 
consider using hardier plants in our gardens to avoid the uphill battle of fighting against        
nature. Plants such as Plumbago with such pretty blue flowers, Echium, óPride of Madeiraô (not 
Echium plantagineum-itôs invasive) again with blue flowers and a deep shade of purple. Natives 
are amazing, shunning the heat and flowering profusely in it, Grevilleas, Callistemons (Bottle 
Brush), Banksia, to name just a few and they come in a wide range of heights and flower colour 
and donôt the birds love them. Agonis are lovely and they can do well but keep in mind, they,   
as indeed many of our native plants are adapted more to Western Australia with their soil 
structure being more open and of a sandy nature. Adenanthos óWoolly Bushô are fantastic 
plants with soft grey/green foliage and red flowers which is a great contrast and donôt overlook 
Coreas, tough plants of various sizes and flower colour. What about the good old-fashioned 
plants such as Geraniums and Pelargoniums, they are fantastic and if they get a bit straggly, 

prune them in late Summer and use as cuttings. They will take root  
really easy and youôve got more plants, free. The range of colours is so 
good and the smaller growing plants like óBig Redô make a big impact 
in gardens, but they even look better in pots, particularly when mass 
planted. If you have an area in your garden that needs to be revamped 
what about óBig Redô teamed with the grey foliage of succulents such 
as Cotyledon or Crassula, tough plants teamed with tough plants and 
the effect is great. When you team up plants do like for like, plants that 
love the same conditions.  
 

Have a great February, 
 

Gail Mains Kendrick   

(your local real estate agent) 
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DETAILS  
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Whittlesea  
Community Network  

 

   

92a Church Street Whittlesea 3757  
Ph: 03 9716 3361 Fax: 03 9716 3816   
  Email wchi@whittleseach.com.au   

 

WANDONG HISTORY GROUP 
 

Visy Recycling 
 

Our merry band of volunteers is still counting CANS AND BOTTLES.   Our regular hours for over the 
counter recycling are: Monday, Wednesday and Thursday each week 10am ï 3pm and Saturdays from 
8am ï 4pm.  Please note we are not open on Public Holidays.   
Got some time on your hands and looking for an easy and regular volunteering role (perhaps to meet 
your Centrelink obligations).  Look no further!  Our recycling team is seeking volunteers for regular 
shifts call 9716 3361 to discuss. 
Are you a group or club?  Did you know that you can register as a donation partner and receive the     
10 cent return on recyclable items as a donation from the community?  Go to https://cdsvic.org.au/
donation-partner-registration. 
 

Community Meals   
 

Big Blokes Brunch can be found at the Whittlesea Community Activity Centre on Tuesdays!  Join the 
blokes for brunch each week (even during School Holidays):    Still $2.00 per person 
Womenôs Lunch 
 

First Lunch 19th February, 2026      11.30am ï 1.00pm     Gold Coin Donation 
 

Fix it Friday 
 

Fix it Friday returns in 2026 on 27th February. 
Make a note to get real help from a real person and sleep better at night in 2026.   
Talk to us about   problems that relate to legal matters, housing, finance, NDIS, My Aged Care,         
Centrelink, Fines, Mental Health as well as No Interest Loans and Police matters.  The Victorian      
Ombudsman is also in attendance for all complaint matters related to government entities   (eg councils, 
state government, Fines Victoria, VicRoads, Worksafe). We have free Barista made coffee to keep you 
fuelled up.  Worried about something?  Talk to us today on 9716 3361. 
 

Pop in during open hours for a cuppa  Mon ï Thurs 10am ï 3pm.   

Welcome to the new year, itôs been a difficult start with fires and extreme heat, 
and we are thinking of those communities that have been impacted.   We know 
how it feels, the rebuild is demanding stressful and very difficult and the trauma 
lifelong.  A massive shout out to the CFA who over and over again drop every-
thing and put their lives on the line to help others, it takes real courage to do the 
job, so good on you all, you are appreciated. 
 

For the history group we will start to regroup after the break and get to work on 
our projects for this year. We will be saying more about that as the year progresses. 

 

We were sad to hear of the passing of Shirley 
McDonald recently; it wasnôt long ago that 
her sister Olga passed on and our thoughts 
are with the family. 
 

 
 
Olgasô daughter shared this photo of the four 
sisters together at Wandong. 
 

 
 
Karen Christensen 
President  
Wandong History Group 
wandonghistorygroup4@gmail.com 
https://wandongheathcotejunction history.com.au 

mailto:wandonghistorygroup4@gmail.com
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WANDONG AUSTRALIA DAY COMMUNITY AWARDS 
The Wandong Heathcote Junction Australia Day community awards in 2026 were awarded to husband 
and wife Jack and Carolyn  van der Ree .    Presentations were made by Lauren Kathage, State Member 
for Yan Yean, Mitchell Shire Councillors Tim Hanson and Bob Humm and Rob Mitchell, Federal    
Member for McEwen spoke to the audience about the meaning of Australia Day.   
     

Jack van der Ree has been a dedicated and energetic member of the South Mitchell Neighbourhood 
Watch since 2018. As the groupôs equipment coordinator, he keeps operations running smoothly, while 
also taking on the important task of distributingðand often personally deliveringðits newsletters. 
Known for his reliability and good humour, Jack has long been the ñnumber two manò at countless    
sausage sizzles for both South Mitchell Neighbourhood Watch and the Wandong Heathcote Junction 
Community Group, supporting community events year after year.   Jackôs generosity reaches far beyond 
his formal roles. Widely regarded as one of the most charitable members of the community, he gives his 
time freely wherever it is needed. He helped assist with the arbor at the Wandong Bushfire Memorial 
Park and played a key role in erecting the roof over the Wandong History Groupôs container shedð
affectionately dubbed ñJackôs shackò in his honour, before the sign sadly disappeared.    Family is at the 
heart of Jackôs life. He is the proud father of four adult children plus a step-father to one adult child, 
grandfather to eleven, and great-grandfather to seventeen. Originally from the Netherlands, Jack migrat-
ed to Australia at the age of five, settling first in Kinglake Westðjust up the road from where he lives 
today. Following in his fatherôs footsteps, he became a carpenter after leaving school. His lifelong trade 
has made him an invaluable helping hand to many in the community who rely on his skill and generosity. 
Jack and his wife Carol have called Wallan home for the past eight years, where Jack continues to       
embody the spirit of service, community, and kindness that defines him so well. 
 

For the past seven years, Carolyn van der Ree has been an invaluable driving force behind South     
Mitchell Neighbourhood Watch. She first joined the group as an Events Coordinator and quickly became 
a cornerstone of its operations, stepping into roles including Secretary, Media Coordinator, Police       
Liaison Representative, Grants Coordinator, and more recently, Treasurer. Her dedication has helped 
raise more than $13,000 for local community groups, strengthening programs and initiatives across the 
region.   Carolynôs commitment extends beyond her local group. She also serves in several key roles with 
Mitchell Shire Neighbourhood Watch Incorporated, the body that oversees all Neighbourhood Watch 
groups within the Shire. During the COVID lockdowns, when face-to-face engagement came to a halt, 
Carolyn turned her energy toward developing comprehensive Policies and Procedures for Mitchell Shire 
NHW Inc.ðcovering everything from volunteer recruitment to event management and ensuring the   
organisation remained prepared for a wide range of scenarios.    For the past four years, Carolyn has 
represented the community on the Mitchell Shire Municipal Emergency Management Planning Commit-
tee, and for the past three years she has contributed to both the Southern Mitchell Local Safety Commit-
tee and Neighbourhood Watch Victoria. These responsibilities sit on top of her ongoing South Mitchell 
Neighbourhood Watch commitments, making her one of the busiest and most dedicated volunteers in the     
region.    To many locals, Carolyn is also the friendly face of the organisationðmanning the cash tin and 
EFTPOS machine at sausage sizzles, coordinating events, and writing the groupôs newsletters.   Outside 
her community work, Carolyn keeps herself happily occupied with her passions for genealogy, travel,  
and spending time with her large extended family of Jackôs. Her energy, generosity, and commitment 

continue to enrich both Neighbourhood Watch and the broader Mitchell Shire communityΦ 
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 AUSTRALIA DAY 2026 AT WANDONG 
Over 70 residents and visitors attended the Wandong Heathcote Junction Australia Day breakfast,     

flag raising and awards ceremony.   The event was sponsored by the Wandong Wallan Lions Club, the 

Wandong Public Hall and the Wandong Heathcote Junction Community Group.  Everyone enjoyed a 

free hot breakfast followed by children raising the Australian flag.  Lauren Kathage, State Member for 

Yan Yean with Mitchell Shire Councillors Tim Hanson and Bob Humm presented local Australia Day 

awards to Carolyn and Jack van der Ree (see their bios on page 13) and Rob Mitchell, Federal Member 

for McEwen spoke to the audience about Australia Day.    


