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òWhatõs Newsó is produced as a non - profit newsletter for the Wandong / Heathcote Junction Community. The opinions expressed in this newsletter are not 
necessarily those of the editors. Publication of Advertisements should not be taken as endorsements of products. Letters to the editors are always welcome, but 

will only be considered for publication with authentic names and addresses available for publication. Although every care is taken in preparing òWhatõs Newsó 
the editors cannot accept any responsibilities or liabilities for errors or omissions. 

 
 
 

 
 

ISSUE 354   WANDONG/HEATHCOTE JUNCTION MONTHLY NEWSLETTER : DECEMBER 2025  ABN 17 022 858 565                 
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EDITOR - Allen Hall, 20 North Mountain Rd, Heathcote Junction  3758    Ph - 0413 832 411  
Delivered to Wandong/Heathcote Junction/Wallan/Kilmore/Broadford/Whittlesea & Upper Plenty 

Copy online at www.wandong.vic.au  

 FREE 

IF YOU MISS AN ISSUE OF ñWHATS NEWSò go to website <www.wandong.vic.au/local-news/whats-news>  
 

Wandong  - Heathcote Junction  -  why would you live anywhere else.    Until  February 2026,  Allen Hall (editor) 
NEXT ISSUE DEADLINE: COPY & ADS  31 January 2026      DELIVERY from 11 February 2026  

Printed by Newspaper House, Kilmore 
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VISIT THE WANDONG ROSE GARDEN 
AT THE WANDONG HEATHCOTE 
JUNCTION  BUSHFIRE AND WAR   
MEMORIAL PARK to see hundreds of 
rose varieties in full bloom (see page 26).  
Cross the Epping Kilmore Road and  
enjoy coffee at Kemps Bakery or at 
Crumbs and Co. at Wandong Plaza.  

 

AUSTRALIA DAY AT WANDONG 
Everyone is invited to  the Wandong Heathcote Junction Australia Day 

breakfast, flag raising and awards  ceremony and free hot breakfast on 

Australia Day 2024.   The event starts at 8am at the Wandong Public 

Hall in Rail Street, Wandong, and is sponsored by the Wandong Wallan 

Lions Club, the Wandong History Group, the Wandong Public Hall and 

the Wandong Heathcote Junction Community Group.  
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       P.O. Box 242, WANDONG  3758   Tel: 0413 832 411 

WEBSITE:  In November the <www.wandong.vic.au> website received 1222 visits.  If any  
business or group has noticed any content which needs to be corrected to their entry, please let us know.   
To add your business or group email:  whatsnewswhj@gmail.com.au 
 

 We continue to clear rubbish from our town  -  these photos show loads of rubbish collected along the  
Epping Kilmore Road, Wandong and taken to the Wallan transfer station.   The loads included a        
mattress, six tyres and 50 two litre oil bottles.   We beg residents with the same commitment to keep our 
town beautiful.   Even collecting any rubbish around the street in front of your property would help.   

THE WANDONG HEATHCOTE JUNCTION COMMUNITY GROUP WISHES 
EVERYONE A VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND PROSPEROUS 2026 
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    BIRTHDAY                      
GREETINGS  

 We wish the following  

people a very happy 

birthday  
 

18 Dec  Neil Batey                    W 
18 Dec  Alison Plumbe              C  
20 Dec  Elizabeth Rayner  Wallan 
21 Dec  Emma Beckett              W 
21 Dec  David Rayner        Wallan 
21 Dec  Dean Jarvie       Dromana 
22 Dec  Tenille Mounsey           W 
23 Dec  Ian Marstaeller            HJ 
23 Dec  Janice Poorter            HJ 
24 Dec  Bailey Dennehy           HJ 
24 Dec  Donna Draper       Wallan 
25 Dec  Rhonda Kemp              W 
25 Dec  Jayden Duncan           HJ 
25 Dec  Jake Barlow                HJ 
26 Dec  Denise Limbrick           B 
27 Dec  Glenda Goodison         HJ 
29 Dec  Sarah Warburton         HJ 
30 Dec  Cindy Woods                K 
31 Dec  Janine Hobson-Buck    HJ 
 2 Jan   Leonora Bennett         HJ 
 3 Jan   Sophie Hall                   B 
 4 Jan   Ashleigh Stone            HJ 
 4 Jan   Vicki Albert                 HJ 
 5 Jan   Kathy Lawrence           K 
 5 Jan   Nicholas Page              Cl 
 7 Jan   Denise Simpson           HJ 
10 Jan  Maree Fletcher            HJ 
11 Jan  Matt Hardwick       Wallan 
11 Jan  Damian Hardwick         K 
11 Jan  Lachlan King         Wallan 
15 Jan  Corey Dennehy           HJ 
17 Jan  Drren Symons             HJ 
17 Jan  Lynton Kemp               W 
17 Jan  Peter Amoroso            HJ 
18 Jan  Ben Dawson                HJ 
18 Jan  Dale Hanson                W 
19 Jan  Hazell Carter              HJ 
20 Jan  Steven George            HV 
20 Jan  Darren McLennan         W 
21 Jan  Annie Beaman             HJ 
21 Jan  John Perrett                K 
21 Jan  Callan Armitage           W 
22 Jan  Amanda Lee                 K 
23 Jan  Kerry Challenger   Craigie 
24 Jan  Nerissa Philp               OG 
25 Jan  Adam MacDonald          W 
25 Jan  Emily Fryer                   K 
26 Jan  Marita Murray              HJ 
26 Jan  Caroline Farrugia  Wallan 
26 Jan  Samual Shingles            W 
26 Jan  Kylie Shingles               W 
27 Jan  Norm Beaman              HJ 
29 Jan  Jason Harrington         HJ 
30 Jan  Caroline Hutchison      HJ 
31 Jan  Hayley Hanson             W 
31 Jan  Julie Thompson           HJ 
31 Jan  Jemma Wightman         W 
 1 Feb   Matt OõConnor             HJ 
 2 Feb   Jenny McSolvin            W 
 2 Feb   Deegan Belfiore          HJ 
 3 Feb   Travis Bausch               W 
 4 Feb   Colin Burns                 HJ 
 4 Feb   Dylan Bradshaw            W 
 5 Feb   Toby Smith                  HJ 
 6 Feb   Stacey Petersen    Wallan 
 6 Feb   Michael Hibbert           W 
 6 Feb   Jan Batey                    W 
 8 Feb   Jodie Williams            WP 
 8 Feb   Sean Dennis                HJ 
 8 Feb   John Dennis                HJ 
 8 Feb   Jodie McLennan          W 
10 Feb  Alison Stone               HJ 
 

Whatõs Happening  
  

WANDONG         
OUTSIDE SCHOOL  
HOURS CARE 

COMMUNITY  
WEBSITES 

 

www.wandong.vic.au 
www.upperplenty.com 

 

 Service Phone Number:  

0497 877 771  
Your service coordinator will be 
available during session times. 
TheirCare support is available 
during office hours if required on 
1300 072 410  
 

How to Enrol  
 

Visit TheirCare website: 
www.theircare.com.au  
and click on óBook Nowô in     the 
top right hand corner to register 
your childôs details.  

   

ANNIVERSARY 
CONGRATULATIONS 
21 Dec   Wes & Rhonda Cole   B 
29 Dec   Alan & Fay Smith    W 

13 Jan Troy & Erika Lehmann-KayWP 
14 Jan  Annemarie & Dean Hogan   W 
2 Feb   Frank & Nadia Amoroso   HJ 
5 Feb   Jarrod & Kate King   Wallan 
6 Feb   Shaun & Stacey Petersen  Tas 
11 Feb   Rob & Karen Dawson   HJ 
14 Feb   Chris & Carol Ryan    KE 

GET   
ñWHATS NEWSò  
BY  EMAIL 

 

If you would like to      
receive "Whats News"  
by email each month, 
send your name and 
email details to :  
whatsnewswhj@gmail.com   
 

  Remember  
"Whats News" is also     
available on the website 
<www.wandong.vic.au>       

    BIRTHDAY                      
GREETINGS (cont)  

 

 We wish the following  

people a very happy 

birthday  
11 Feb  Damian Buggy             HJ 
11 Feb  Danni George              HV 
12 Feb  Brooke Colbert            W 
13 Feb  Irene Bartlett               W 
13 Feb  Dylan Hall                    B 
13 Feb  Guy Marstaeller    Wallan 
13 Feb  Rhiannon Bausch         HJ 
13 Feb  Chris Placel                  W 
14 Feb  Les Harrison                W 
14 Feb  Ebony May McMahon    W   
                

 

http://www.wandong.vic.au/
http://www.reedycreek.vic.au/
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Itõs all about locals and   

 how they like it!  

Open every day 
8am-8pm 

 
 

Come on in and support  
your local store.  

 

See in store for many  
great specials. 

 

  Great Range of:  
 

Groceries   
Meat   

Produce   
Deli  

Dairy   
Freezer      
Liquor  

 
 

Wandong Licensed Supermarket 
3272 Epping Kilmore Rd, Wandong 

 

5787 1911  

THE SHACK IS BACK 
The Upper Plenty Community Hall  

 óóTHE SHACKò   
 

is open for hire.   For information and book-
ings call  Susan or Wayne  on  0499 907 017 
If not answered leave your  name and number 

and we will return the call. 

 

STILL LOOKING  
FOR A CHRISTMAS 

PRESENT 
 

BUY A COPY OF 

GHOSTS, GOLD & A 
WHITE ELEPHANT 
a history of Wandong  -  Heathcote Junction 

and surrounds.  
 

Over 600 copies have been sold and  
only a limited number are still available 

before a reprint is considered.   
 

Until sold out, copies will be  
available for $50 at the  

Wandong  Post Office / Newsagency or   
order your copy by mail by emailing: 

 

 <Wandonghistorygroup4@gmail.com>      
 

Cost $50 plus $10 postage.  

 
 Upper Plenty Merri  
Catchments Landcare  
Group 

 

We provide support for land 
management issues such as weed, pest and 
erosion control.   
    

Also  improving soil and biodiversity by 
providing advice,  support, and grant funding.  
 

We meet on the third Wednesday of the 
month at 6.30pm at  ñThe Shackò             
1240 Wallan road, Upper Plenty 3756.    
 

ALL WELCOME 
 

See our facebook page:  
Upper Plenty Merri Catchments Landcare Group 
And website: 
Http://www.upmclg.org.au  
 

Membership enquiries:   
membership.upmclg@gmail.com    
 

or  Chris Cobern 0413855490 

about:blank
http://www.upmclg.org.au/
about:blank
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Whittlesea Anglican Christ Church  
 

We are located at  
5ñ9 Wallan Rd, Whittlesea. 

Phone:   9716 2042 
Sunday service is at 10.30am 
All are welcome to stay back for a cup of  

coffee, tea, scones and biscuits. 
 

Services to the Community: 
 

Whittlesea Opportunity Shop  
The Op shop is now on site at  
5-9 Wallan Rd, Whittlesea. 
Phone:   9716 2042 

Open Monday to Friday 10am to 4pm,  
Saturday 9.30am to 12.30pm. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
To equip and release people into their God given destiny 
  

Meeting at 10.30am every Sunday  
at the Freedom Care Building,  

127c Northern Highway Kilmore Vic 
ð  entrance on Willomavin Road 

 

Enquiries to ; 
Pastor Frantz Heinzelmann 
Mobile:   0411 794 188 
www.freedomcarechurch.org.au 
 

All Welcome.  Love to see you there 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
One of the disciples (a doctor) describes the event in Luke 2/7 Mary brought forth her first born Son and 
wrapping Him in swaddling clothes and laid Him in a cattle feed box as there was no room at the inn.  
 

This is where the action is, this is where the wise men gathered to assure the crowd that this little baby was in 
fact the chosen one, the one that was already fulfilling the prophecy of the old textbooks! The changes brought 
about by these events have changed the world and have brought about untold improvements to our everyday 
life, many of which we have taken for granted.  
 

I thought I would talk to Aunt Edith about this idea (you have met Aunt in earlier episodes.) She is the one 
who now comes to our workshop to share lunchtime with the scruffy staff. (By their request I might add!) 
Aunt is very astute in things ancient and ultra-modern, I canôt remember the last time I won an argument 
with her no matter what the subject might have been. All the touchy subjects- footy, politics, religion, even 
potholes! I wanted to get her slant on the idea that we owe so much to Christmas and the birth of Jesus Christ. 
  

We have perhaps taken for granted the benefits and advances that the influences of the birth of Jesus has had 
on our everyday lives over 2000 odd years. I thought how much more sensible it would be to allow a more   
mature and knowledgeable mind to contribute to this discussion! So, enter Aunt Edith, ñAunt, in just a few 
words (thereôs a difficulty straight away if ever there was one.) could you list some changes that came about 
from that humble beginning when a Baby was born in a stable in Bethlehem so many years ago?ò Iôll let 
Aunty finalize the story; the ED will cut her off if she rambles on (He is more polite to Aunt than he is to me.) 
 

Aunt, Almost every facit of our modern calendar, the law system, education, schooling, hospitals, law enforce-
ment, celebrations. greetings, welfare, the sensible recognition and aid of the poor, those who were in slavery, 
the improvement of the lifestyle of women, the attention to working conditions of laborers and those in       
dangerous occupations, the improvement to childrenôs care. These and many more changes were the direct 
result of an alteration in societiesô attitude toward the downtrodden and unfortunate in our world. Obviously 
much more needs to be accomplished to continue to create a fair and non-greedy society but dramatic changes 
came about through Jesus subsequent examples and teaching.  
 

Examples of the difference in the lives of those who decided to follow Jesus showed in the dramatic changes in 
His followers, tax collectors, fishermen and friends, these everyday folk became filled with the desire to tell 
their world that this event, this Baby born in such humble surrounds was in reality the One who the scriptures 
had already foretold of His birth circumstances, His purpose on earth and prophecy that amazingly was     
already coming to pass!  
 

The change in lives today of hardened criminals, of those living ordinary lives, others who desperately look for 
an alternative to the mess they find the world has led them into, when they decide to follow the concepts of His 
teachings they are filled with a new confidence, a redirection for their lives, they rediscover a peace of mind 
never experienced before and often with a desire to tell others about their experiences, next time you say good-
bye that is a shortened version of ñGod be with yeò also as in gidday, good morning and goodnight! What 
brings these changes about! Itôs the power of the Baby in the cattle-shed over 2000 yrs ago!  
 

As you enjoy this Christmas season spare a thought for the benefits that we enjoy following the miraculous 
birth, life and teaching and example of our Master, Leader, and our sure and hope for the future The Lord 
Jesus Christ.  
 

We would like to wish our readers a very merry Christmas and a happy new year from Aunt, Charles, Merle 
and Allan.   And a big shout out to ED for his unending patience.      A.G. 

Missed out on Myers windows!  
Then donôt miss out on the cow shed in Bethlehem! 

http://www.freedomcarechurch.org.au/
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WANDONG AUSTRALIANA  
 

MOTEL - TAVERN - RESTAURANT  
BROADHURST LANE, WANDONG  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

·FULLY LICENSED·SMORGASBORD 

·A LA CARTE  ·ACCOMMODATION  

ENQUIRIES AND 
BOOKINGS:  
(03) 5787 1401 

 

The Kilmore &                
District Hospital 
 Rutledge Street, Kilmore    Phone:  (03) 5734 2000 
  

Urgent Care Centre   
(Open 24/7 with Registered Nurses)   
  

  Acute Ward (30 beds) 
  Maternity    (including antenatal classes 
and dietician) 

  Oncology 
  Surgical Procedures 
  District Nursing 
  Aged Care ï  
 Dianella Hostel and                                     
Caladenia Nursing Home    Website:  
www.kilmoredistricthospital.org.au 

 

Anyone wishing to join  
Kilmore District Mens Shed 

Should contact 
John Perrett  0418 288 024 or 
Ron Hamilton  0481 268 471 

 

Operating hours are 
Tuesday and Thursday 
9.30 am  -  Approx. 1.30 pm 

 

email:  Kilmoremensshed@gmail.com 

  
 

Probus Club of     
Kilmore District Inc 

Are you retired, semi retired or simply looking 
for new friendships and activities? 
Kilmore Probus are looking for new members 
and you would be most welcome.  
 

Our meetings include guest speakers and in-
house fun. Activities include  weekly morning 
teas    supporting local businesses and fortnight-
ly/monthly lunches.  
 

Our monthly meetings are held on the third 
Monday of each month (except December) at 
Trackside, East Street Kilmore at 10.15am. 
Come and join us. 
 

Enquiries to:   Margaret Jakymczuk 
Mobile: 0412 335 657 
Email: margaretjakymczuk1@gmail.com 

http://www.kilmoredistricthospital.org.au
mailto:email%3AKilmoremensshed@gmail.com
mailto:margaretjakymczuk1@gmail.com
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Services held at  5pm Sundays  
ALL WELCOME 

 

Enquiries to:  
David Moran  5787 1738 

Wandong District Church 
      29 Wandong Ave,  

Wandong  
  

ñLetting the 
LIGHT Shine 

ST JOHNôS ANGLICAN                   
CHURCH, WANDONG 

  

WANDONG AVE, WANDONG 
Enquires 9308 2452 

 

 Services: 8.30am  
on 1st & 3rd Sundays        

ALL WELCOME 

 

 
 

GARDEN SCENE WITH GAIL 
Christmas 2025!ô 
 

We can be sure we are heading into the hottest part of the year but how good has the rain been,  
saving us time with not needing to water and the plants love the nitrogen that the rain provides.  
Nitrogen is so beneficial to a plantôs growth, it promotes lush leafy growth, strong stems and it     
enhances the plantsô ability to absorb other nutrients and resist stress. Itôs a good all-rounder. 
When we water, we need to add things that can assist in a similar way, isnôt nature a time-saver. 
After the rain weôve had we need to watch our plants if/when the weather becomes drier that can 
catch us off guard in a matter of days, hot winds, hot days, warm nights can happen so quickly, letôs 
face it, we can and have done, had four seasons in one day. Plants in pots and hanging baskets will 
dry out quicker and if you are going away it might pay to ask a friend to water for you or upend a 
bottle of water into the pots, the soil will only absorb the water if it becomes dry. Saucers under pots 
are great or big trays that will take a few pots together and pop them out of the hot windy areas. 
Hanging baskets can be taken down and also popped into trays or in an old bath, they can dry out 
and be knocked around in the wind. Once a plant dries out it isnôt easy for the roots to draw up 
moisture again, the important fibrous roots can shrivel not allowing a good supply of moisture and 
nutrients to the plant, and the plant struggles making it more vulnerable to heat stress and disease. 
Dried out soil can become hydrophobic, that is it resists moisture much like a new tea towel doesnôt 
dry well until it has been washed, making our gardening harder to try and play catch up with the 
season. If you havenôt netted your fruit trees it may be a good time to do so before the fruit gets 
much bigger and can be damaged or knocked off the tree by throwing the netting over and ensure  
they receive a consistent supply of water and fertiliser to be able to produce a good crop as with the 
veggie garden as well that may benefit from a liquid fertiliser instead being quick growing to        
maturity. As Summer progresses keep a look out for any wilting on new planting as these are      
susceptible to drying out due to their immature root system. Deep waterings are essential to encour-
age the roots deeper to minimalize drying out, fertilise regularly and keep a good layer of mulch 
around the base of the plant. If you still need to prune, choose a cooler day and keep water up to the 
plant/s being pruned and follow up with an application of Seasol. Australian made, this product   
reduces stress in plants due to planting, drying out, climatic conditions etc however, if your plant is 

waterlogged it will need to be raised up so it doesnôt drown! Either 
dig it out and replant at a higher level, incorporating gypsum and 
well-rotted cow manure or try and raise it gradually by digging 
around the plant as deep as possible and óunder pinô all the way 
around, using a mix of Gypsum and well-rotted cow manure because 
the soil needs to be improved as well as the soil level of the plant.  If 
we have similar weather as we had in November, it will be fantastic. 
Something unusual in the garden, a birdbath with a difference, use an 
old vase, clear glass or whatever you fancy and top it with a decora-
tive dish that you can glue on to the base, itôs your personal touch and 
it will look   fantastic, and the birds will love the colours shimmering 
in the water. Have a beautiful festive season and stay safe.  
 

Merry Christmas!  
  
Gail Mains Kendrick   

(your local Real Estate Agent) 
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DETAILS  
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WANDONG PUBLIC HALL  

 

  

The Wandong Public Hall built in 1902 is a very 
special place in our community.  It has hosted 
many weddings, engagements, receptions, Art 
Shows, Australia Day  Celebrations, birthdays,  
anniversary parties and many other events and 
even the occasional funeral service. 
 

Our regular user groups are always keen to      
have more people joining them and they are    
listed below.. 
 

The Craft Group meet every Monday, it's an     
informal group, bring along some lunch and an activity.  
There is always someone to help with crafty questions. 
 

The Lightwood Flats Book Club meet monthly - contact is Christine Cram    Ph : 0458 238 270 
 

Wandong Country Knitters meet monthly- contact is Coralee Souter              Ph:  0479 163 548 
 

Wandong Heathcote Junction Community Group  meet monthly                     Ph:  0413 832 411 
 

 

CPR Training  -  3rd Wednesday of the month Ph Louise  0409512526  contact @ehssol.com 
 

To hire the hall please contact Christine for bookings or other information on  
0448 604 770.   Please leave a message or text for Christine to follow up. 
 

THE WANDONG PUBLIC HALL COMMITTEE 
WISHES EVERYONE  A VERY HAPPY AND SAFE 

FESTIVE SEASON 

Below are some of the demonstrations and activities planned in the coming months.   Our program   
below is subject to change & updated on our new website. For details about times, costs (if any many   
of our activities are free) and booking and further information, go to: 
www.upmclg.org.au 
 

Wednesday 18th February    Pest animal control info session  ( Deer Rabbit Fox) 

Wednesday 18th March     Weed ID and control info session 

Sunday 26th July     National tree day planting 

TBA  2026 Next box building installation and Monitoring 

TBA    2026  Wildflower walks 

TBA   community working bees tree planting 

TBA Spot lighting Mt Disappointment State forest 

TBA Market stall  at Wallan  and  Whittlesea Markets 

TBA Guest presenters at our monthly meetings 

We meet every third Wednesday at 6.30pm at the Shack Upper Plenty. All welcome.   

Contact the Secretary:  Michael Watson  0412408048  secretary.upmclg@gmail.com 

http://ehssol.com/
http://www.upmclg.org.au
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Continued Page 36 
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