
1 

 

 

 

“What’s News” is produced as a non - profit newsletter for the Wandong / Heathcote Junction Community. The opinions expressed in this newsletter are not 
necessarily those of the editors. Publication of Advertisements should not be taken as endorsements of products. Letters to t he editors are always welcome, but 

will only be considered for publication with authentic names and addresses available for publication. Although every care is taken in preparing “What’s News” 
the editors cannot accept any responsibilities or liabilities for errors or omissions. 

 
 
 

 
 

ISSUE 350   WANDONG/HEATHCOTE JUNCTION MONTHLY NEWSLETTER : AUGUST 2025  ABN 17 022 858 565                           
                                                                                                                                                      Email—whatsnewswhj@gmail.com                        700 copies 

EDITOR - Allen Hall, 20 North Mountain Rd, Heathcote Junction  3758    Ph - 0413 832 411  
Delivered to Wandong/Heathcote Junction/Wallan/Kilmore/Broadford/Whittlesea & Upper Plenty 

Copy online at www.wandong.vic.au  

 FREE 

IF YOU MISS AN ISSUE OF “WHATS NEWS” go to website <www.wandong.vic.au/local-news/whats-news>  
 

Wandong  - Heathcote Junction  -  why would you live anywhere else.    Until  September 2025,  Allen Hall (editor) 
NEXT ISSUE DEADLINE: COPY & ADS  6 SEPTEMBER 2025      DELIVERY from 17 SEPTEMBER 2025  

Printed by Newspaper House, Kilmore 

“WHAT’S 

  NEWS” 

 

Parliament House Australian flag        
donated to the Wandong Public Hall.   

Federal Member for McEwen, Rob Mitchell MP 
recognised the flag flown in the Wandong Public 
Hall was in need of replacing so he arranged to 
donate the Australian flag that was once flown    
in the House of Representative Chamber in      
Parliament House Canberra.   
  

Pictured at the handover are Wandong Public Hall 
committee members Allen Hall (Vice President), 
Treasurer David Moran, and Christine Gordon 
(President) with Mr Rob Mitchell MP.   
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President; Sam Bedi                  PO Box 225, Wandong Vic 3758 

 

It’s my turn again.  Steve never seems to get it right. 
 

The club is about to come out of hibernation.  There is a meeting in August and     
Bunnings have asked for some dates. We will soon be up and about again. 
 

Lion Ray and his wife have recently had a new baby girl.  We presented her with a 
pink lion complete with Lions shirt.  We will sign her up as soon as she can write her 
name. 
 

Our oldest member Brian has just had a birthday. He is even older than me. I thought that at his age he 
would try and forget birthdays. Anyway he is a good friend  and we will try not to tease him about being 
ancient. 
 

Sharyn eventually got around to presenting Kemps in Kilmore a certificate of appreciation for supplying 
bread for our barbeques.  On the subject of Sharyn she has taken over the distribution of mints and    
donation containers.  She is doing a great job and intimidates all the customers.  
 

Bill the biker and Steve are into show and shine meetings with their respective black machines and trying 
to look macho although Steve’s pink stilettos spoil the image a bit.  I am still trying to get Marie to ride 
pillion with Bill but she refuses.  I think that is very wise. 
 

Hugh and Mary McGowan are in Ireland.  Apparently it is warm at this time of year.  I hope that they 
can understand his accent.  I believe that they will be back when the weather improves.   
 

Some of our members have been ill.  The ladies have had various ailments but not as bad as the blokes 
who have man flu.  This is a serious condition and I am not sure that they received the attention that was 
deserved.  We may have to have an enquiry into this. 
 

I need to get back to Bill.  He does the cooking in his household.  He was planning fish fingers and rice 
when there was a vocal protest.  Under extreme threat he had to buy them dinner at the Magpie and 
Stump.  There was talk of booking into the Northern in the hope of getting a decent feed.  While on the 
subject of food, Steve was asked yesterday evening what he wanted with his chicken schnitzel and the 
answer was chicken.  He is a great help.  
 

Now to my holiday.  We decided on a week in Vanuatu at a place called Irriiki island just off Port Villa.  
It was a great adventure.  Firstly our connection at Brisbane was changed to the next day and we had to 
stay at the Ibis budjet.  A great experience if you want to rough it in an industrial area.  Next we were not 
on the transport list at Port Villa because we were a day late.  To top it all off we tried to leave a day   
early because we got the date wrong.  This caused great confusion.  
 

Irriiki island is an interesting place. It is all up hill.  There is no 
down hill.  Poor Liz was in pain after a while. Me being stronger 
and fitter didn’t mind.  She tried to book me into the kids club but 
it was closed for lunch.  We had our 59th wedding anniversary at 
Iririki.  Boy is she lucky to have me for that long.  We spent a lot   
of time by the pool, Elizabeth drinking cocktails and me admiring 
the view. 
 

Steve will have to write the next report.  Liz is forcing me to go on 
holiday again.   Boy I have a hard life.  Clyde. 
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    BIRTHDAY                      
GREETINGS 

 We wish the following  

people a very happy 

birthday 
14 Aug  Helen Stewart              W 
14 Aug  Kate King             Wallan 
15 Aug  Ken Bausch                 HJ 
15 Aug  Eileen Gray                 HJ 
16 Aug  Andrew Lawrence        K 
18 Aug  Ray Farrugia        Wallan 
19 Aug  Glenn Bethell              HJ 
19 Aug  Tayana Marstaeller Walln 
19 Aug  Glenn Smith                 K 
21 Aug  Pat Leddin                  HJ 
22 Aug  Shane Waldie               W 
22 Aug  Vanessa Bartlett           W 
22 Aug  Ray Walsh                    HJ 
25 Aug  Doreen Coall                 C 
25 Aug  Donna Baker                KE 
26 Aug  Nicole Walsh               HJ 
26 Aug  Katelyn Hanson            W 
26 Aug  Kerry De Gabrielle      WE 
26 Aug  Annie Renouf               K 
26 Aug  Toby Duncan               HJ 
27 Aug  Bruce Champion           K 
27 Aug  Bruce Lotherington      K 
28 Aug  Troy Lehmann-Kay     WP  
29 Aug  Rosemary McDonald   WE 
31 Aug  Tamara Stewart           W 
 1 Sep   Gloria McLean             HJ 
 1 Sep   Kerrie Hall                   B 
 2 Sep   Bob Fletcher               HJ 
 2 Sep   Ruth Barnes                HJ 
 5 Sep   Derryn King                  K 
 6 Sep   Kristen Stone              HJ 
 7 Sep   Heather Chisholm       HJ 
10 Sep  Bailee Candy                W 
10 Sep  Lisa Hobson                HJ 
11 Sep  Rob Hobson                 HJ 
12 Sep  Anne Dale                    W 
13 Sep  Paul Kurzman              W 
13 Sep  Greg Barnes                 HJ 
14 Sep  Greg Ampfer                HJ 
14 Sep  Jenn Leddin                HJ 
15 Sep  Mark Page                     C 
15 Sep  Ingrid McHenry             W 
16 Sep  Ray Bradshaw               W 
17 Sep  Kristian Weller              K 
17 Sep  Nicole Burns                HJ  
 

What’s Happening  
  

WANDONG         
OUTSIDE SCHOOL  

HOURS CARE 

COMMUNITY  
WEBSITES 

 

www.wandong.vic.au 
www.upperplenty.com 

 

Mitchell  
Photography   Club Inc 

Visit our website 

(www.mitchellphoto.org)    

and click on  “About Us”  

meets third Wednesday     
of the month 

 (except January)                  
at 7:30pm   

Broadford Community 
Centre  

Contact Sarah   
0438 847 577  

for more information.   

GAZEBOS AND CHAIRS 
FOR HIRE 

 

For your next function  
why not hire a gazebo and 

chairs from the Wandong – 
Heathcote   Junction  
Community Group.   

 

For hire are: 
two 6m X 3m gazebos,  

a 3m X 3m gazebo  
8 wooden trestles 

and 50 outdoor chairs. 
 

Call David on mobile 
0409 164 660           

to arrange hire. 

 

 

GET  “WHATS 
NEWS”  BY  EMAIL 

 

If you would like to  
receive "Whats News"  
by email each month, 
send your name and mail 
details to :   
whatsnewswhj@gmail.com   
 

  Remember 
"Whats News" is also 
available on the website 
<www.wandong.vic.au>       

Service Phone Number:  

0497 877 771  
Your service coordinator will 
be available during session 
times. TheirCare support is 
available during office hours 
if required on 1300 072 410  
 

How to Enrol  
 

Visit TheirCare website: 
www.theircare.com.au  
and click on ‘Book Now’ in     
the top right hand corner to 
register your child’s details.  

   

ANNIVERSARY 
CONGRATULATIONS 

 

28 Aug  Heather & Rob Chisholm  HJ 
1 Sep   David & Denise Limbrick   B 

2 Sep   Daniel & Robyn Hannemann  W 

http://www.wandong.vic.au/
http://www.reedycreek.vic.au/
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LOCAL CHURCH NEWS 

It’s all about locals and   

 how they like it! 

Open every day 
8am-8pm 

 
 

Come on in and support  
your local store.  

 

See in store for many  
great specials. 

 

  Great Range of: 
 

Groceries   
Meat   

Produce   
Deli  

Dairy   
Freezer      
Liquor 

 
 

Wandong Licensed Supermarket 
3272 Epping Kilmore Rd, Wandong 

 

5787 1911 

Services held at  5pm Sundays 
ALL WELCOME 

 

Enquiries to:  
David Moran  5787 1738 

Wandong District Church 
      29 Wandong Ave,  

Wandong 
  

“Letting the 
LIGHT Shine 

ST JOHN’S ANGLICAN                   
CHURCH, WANDONG 

  

WANDONG AVE, WANDONG 
Enquires 9308 2452 

 

 Services: 8.30am  
on 1st & 3rd Sundays  
ALL WELCOME 

 

THE SHACK IS BACK 
The Upper Plenty Community Hall  

 ‘‘THE SHACK”   
 

is open for hire.   For information and book-
ings call  Susan or Wayne  on  0499 907 017 

If not answered leave your  name and number 
and we will return the call. 

 
 Upper Plenty Merri  
Catchments Landcare  
Group 

 

We provide support for land 
management issues such as weed, pest and 
erosion control.   
    

Also  improving soil and biodiversity by 
providing advice,  support, and grant funding.  
 

We meet on the third Wednesday of the 
month at 6.30pm at  “The Shack”             
1240 Wallan road, Upper Plenty 3756.    
 

ALL WELCOME 
 

See our facebook page:  
Upper Plenty Merri Catchments Landcare 
Group 
 

Membership enquiries:   
membership.upmclg@gmail.com    
 

or  Chris Cobern 0413855490 

about:blank


 5 

 

Whittlesea Anglican Church  
 

Serving Whittlesea, Upper Plenty.  
& surrounding areas 

 Christ Church: 9 Wallan Road, Whittlesea. 
 Web Site: www.christchurchwhittlesea.org  
 Weddings/Baptisms by appointment 
 Sunday Services:10.15am. Incl kids program  
 

 Services to the Community: 
 

 Whittlesea Opportunity Shop 7 Laurel St 
 9716 3144 Open M-F 10-4 Sat 9.30-12.30 
 Christ Church Craft Group  
 Friday 10-2, Church Hall  BYO craft - any type we love       
to learn, Jenny 9715 1137  
 Anglican Care: quality provider aged services  
 www.anglicancare.com.au   

 
 
 
 
 
 
To equip and release people into their God given destiny 

 Meeting at 10.30am every Sunday  
at the Freedom Care Building,  

127c Northern Highway Kilmore Vic 
—  entrance on Willomavin Road 

Enquiries to ; 
Pastor Frantz Heinzelmann 
Mobile:   0411 794 188 
www.freedomcarechurch.org.au 
 

All Welcome.  Love to see you there 

 

 

 
 

    Kilmore/Wallan  
    RSL Sub Branch  

 

       meets the last Thursday night of the month                   
                    and open every Wednesday    10am -12pm                                              

             at Kilmore Memorial Hall                                                                           
     Contact: Graeme McSolvin    -  0413 701 040   

     We have Compensation & Well-Being                    
                  Officers, please call for an appointment. 

FRIENDS OF DISAPPOINTMENT 
 
 

 Are you interested in the history, conservation 
and community of the  Mount Disappointment 

State Forest and surrounding areas.   
 

Join “Friends of Disappointment”  to share     
history, photos and ideas. 

 

                https://www.facebook.com/   
mountdisappointmentclonbnane/ 

 

PRAYER REALLY DOES WORK 
 

Readers, we all feel it, so many circumstances, challenges in our lives having to prioritise our 
monies even in our spending on our food and essentials with the skyrocketing prices on some 
items. The juggling of life! Remembering our wonderful Aussie farmers and how they too have 
to hang on in all their dire situations. 
 

Herbrews 13 verses 5 & 6 : Keep your lives free from the love of money and he satisfied with what 
you have. For God has said : I will never leave you, I will never abandon you. Let us be bold, and 
say, the Lord is my helper, I will not be afraid. 
 

On to another subject, absolutely having to rely on God and not being abandoned. 
Over the years I have shared with you some of the health issues I have had to face. For four 
years I was classified as my body being clear. Then came more treatments, operations, proce-
dures, thus making it a long journey once again. With medical help and old fashioned remedies, 
on I go in the latest leg of my race. 
 

Which is totally what happened in my life recently when going for a test I have had quite a few 
times, after fainting, I was hospitalised, nearly dehydrated. My kidneys were shutting down, 
blood not wanting to be extracted, fluids pouring out of my body, cannulas being rejected, my 
veins not responding properly. There was in fact absolutely nothing left of me to fight for my 
life. This is where I thought finally my race could be over. Falling asleep after writing a few 
last  requests and ringing my husband, he gathered people to pray realizing how drastic my 
condition had become. Falling asleep, I awoke finding I was still alive so that was something! 
Then a nurse walked in and informed me that my bloods were fine, not needing any cannulas 
for glucose, detaching me and being able to walk around. The following day I was heading for 
home. A complete miracle in answered prayer! 
 

Olympic swimmer Ian Thorpe said: "Enjoy the journey, not just the destination."  
I encourage you to build your faith in God, to be used to help people along their way in their 
trials and griefs in the experiences of life you go through. Nothing gets wasted in the events we 
endure throughout our lives. And so this is why I am sharing this with you today. 
 

God Bless, Merle Croskell. 

http://www.christchurchwhittlesea.com/
http://www.freedomcarechurch.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/mountdisappointmentclonbinane/
https://www.facebook.com/mountdisappointmentclonbinane/
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WANDONG AUSTRALIANA 
 

MOTEL - TAVERN - RESTAURANT 
BROADHURST LANE, WANDONG  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FULLY LICENSEDSMORGASBORD 

A LA CARTE ACCOMMODATION 

ENQUIRIES AND 
BOOKINGS:  

(03) 5787 1401 

 

The Kilmore &                
District Hospital 
 Rutledge Street, Kilmore    Phone:  (03) 5734 2000 
  

Urgent Care Centre   
(Open 24/7 with Registered Nurses)   
  

  Acute Ward (30 beds) 
  Maternity    (including antenatal classes 

and dietician) 
  Oncology 
  Surgical Procedures 
  District Nursing 
  Aged Care –  
 Dianella Hostel and                                     

Caladenia Nursing Home    Website:  
www.kilmoredistricthospital.org.au 

 

Anyone wishing to join  
Kilmore District Mens Shed 

Should contact 
John Perrett  0418 288 024 or 
Ron Hamilton  0481 268 471 

 

Operating hours are 
Tuesday and Thursday 

9.30 am  -  Approx. 1.30 pm 
 

email:  Kilmoremensshed@gmail.com 

  
 

Probus Club of     
Kilmore District Inc 

Are you retired, semi retired or simply looking 
for new friendships and activities? 
Kilmore Probus are looking for new members 
and you would be most welcome.  
 

Our meetings include guest speakers and in-
house fun. Activities include  weekly morning 
teas    supporting local businesses and fortnight-
ly/monthly lunches.  
 

Our monthly meetings are held on the third 
Monday of each month (except December) at 
Trackside, East Street Kilmore at 10.15am. 
Come and join us. 
 

Enquiries to:   Margaret Jakymczuk 
Mobile: 0412 335 657 
Email: margaretjakymczuk1@gmail.com 

http://www.kilmoredistricthospital.org.au
mailto:email%3AKilmoremensshed@gmail.com
mailto:margaretjakymczuk1@gmail.com
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 GARDEN SCENE WITH GAIL 
Wow, it’s August already, where has that time gone? I can’t stress enough that before we get into the 
drier seasons, we need to ensure our weeds are pretty much under control, our soil has been improved 
for added moisture absorption, mulch has been applied and any water runoff from plants has been    
addressed. That is, instead of the water running off our plants, it needs to run into and around the roots 
of our plants. That is critical during the warm months, and it saves our water if it is being used efficient-
ly. If your plants are on a hill and gravity is fighting you, make a well around your plants, (out of soil), 
much like a wall of a dam, this will hold the water in place long enough for it to absorb into the soil. If 
soil stays dry for a long period, it nearly repels the water and then it’s an uphill battle to get water to the 
plant to even keep it alive, much less thrive. Seasol wetting liquid (in the brown bottle), is great but avoid 
using it on foliage. Some things that we may need to complete this month is the final application of     
Potash on our Gardenias, Roses, fruit trees, Hydrangeas, in fact any Spring/Summer flowering plant. If 
your Camellias are in bud, it may be a little late to gain the most impact for them but remember these 
plants for next year prior to budding. August is a good time to start fertilising our gardens, lawns, pot 
plants, hanging pots, I’ve been applying worm juice to my Fuchsias because they’ve provided me with 
flowers right through Winter, they are just amazing, and liquid fertiliser is great as well, being active 
immediately. Dynamic Lifter is good as it assists in building up the soil and you can if you use it on     
natives, at a lesser rate, but if in doubt, use fertiliser specifically made for natives, citrus, roses and     
camellias, the range is vast. Pelletised fertilisers and Blood and Bone may take a couple of weeks to     
become active for our plants to take up the nutrients, slow-release fertilisers rely on the soil temperate 
rising to about 18 degrees to release their nutrients, these slow-release fertilisers can be active for quite a 
few months, alleviating the need to fertilise every couple of months. (Blood and Bone has an added     
advantage of deterring bunnies away from our garden). The type of plant you are fertilising will deter-
mine the fertiliser you use, that is, veggie plants / seedlings, annuals, plants in flower at the time and any 
plant that needs an instant hit will benefit from a liquid fertiliser, (flowering plants require a higher 
phosphorus & potassium level than predominately foliage plants). Plants with longevity such as shrubs 
and trees will do well with pelletised fertilisers. Be aware that any plants that are not looking good, as in 
smaller plants, potted and/or hanging plants, don’t fertilise them, instead, water as usual and then apply 
a Seasol solution, (not the brown bottle), it’s a tonic and can be applied every few days or weekly. If the 
sick plant doesn’t come good and/or if it has suffered a prolonged dry period, you may need to dig it up 
gently and check the root system. This may not always be possible with more mature plants. Depending 
on the soil and where the plant is growing, it may not be receiving the water that the rest of your garden 
is getting. If it’s planted under a mature tree, on an Easterly aspect (which doesn’t always get the  
weather), or under eaves it may be drying out quiet quickly. Prior to digging up the plant, water it well 
& apply a Seasol solution, let it soak through, and you may need to do this a couple of times depending 
on the dryness. Dig it up allowing a generous distance from the trunk or base of the plant to the dig line, 
rule of thumb is dig at the drip line, the edges of the plant and imagine straight down to the ground. Dig 

around the plant gradually and this will depend on the size of the plant, and you 
may need to take it over a few days, Seasol each section of spade cut, if it’s a 
smaller plant you can get it done in one go. Prune the roots lightly and replant 
using good quality fresh potting mix or if it’s been in the ground, dig over well-
rotted cow manure, some Gypsum and mix through a wetting agent and plant 
into the hole it came out of, up to the original soil level and follow up with a     
solution of Seasol. Another good job for August if desired, is to change or deepen 
the colour of our Hydrangeas and you can buy bluing/pinking powder to do this. 
White hydrangeas tend not to change colour even with varying soil types.        
Hydrangeas look great in a vase, particularly at Christmas, 
when teamed with red Callistemon, (Bottlebrush).  
Have a   fantastic month. 
Gail Mains Kendrick (Your Local Real Estate Agent) 

 

WANDONG  HAS A NEW BOOK  
 
 

THE BOOK IS TITLED :   
“WANDONG HEATHCOTE JUNCTION  - A RAILWAY HISTORY” 
 
 

 THE BOOK RETAILS FOR $45 AND IS  AVAILABLE  ONLY BY PHONE ORDER 
 
 

  - CALL DAVID  ON MOBILE  0409 164 660 
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DETAILS 
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WANDONG PUBLIC HALL 

WANDONG TENNIS CLUB 
Email: wandongtennisclub@hotmail.com   

or text Lisa on 0407 112 880. 
 

 

WANDONG HISTORY GROUP  

  

The Wandong Public Hall built in 1902 is a very special 
place in our community.  It has hosted many weddings, 
engagements, receptions, Art Shows, Australia Day  
Celebrations, birthdays, anniversary   parties and many 
other events and even the occasional funeral service. 
 

Our regular user groups are always keen to have more 
people joining them and they are listed below.. 
 

The Craft Group meet every Monday, it's an informal 
group, bring along some lunch and an activity. There is 
always someone to help with crafty questions. 
 

The Lightwood Flats Book Club meet monthly - contact is Christine Cram    Ph : 0458 238 270 
 

Wandong Country Knitters meet monthly- contact is Coralee Souter              Ph:  0479 163 548 
 

Wandong Heathcote Junction Community Group  meet monthly                     Ph:  0413 832 411 
 

Happy Cat Yoga   -  Tuesday evenings 7 to 8 pm                                    Ph  Hannah 0468 397 426 
 

CPR Training  -  3rd Wednesday of the month Ph Louise  0409512526  contact @ehssol.com 
 

To hire the hall please contact Christine for bookings or other information on  
0448 604 770. Please leave a message or text for Christine to follow up. 

 
Information is posted on our                
Facebook page.   
www.facebook.com/wandongtennis 

The history group has been lucky to win a couple of grants since we last wrote.  
Inland Rail has provided funding for some much-needed equipment which will  
go towards our display at the school fete in November. We will be showcasing  
the area that has been changed in the town due to the new bridge works, a bit  
of a then and now. We have been able to fund some beautiful photography of  
the area as well which will be great to have in years to come as we see our town 
change. 
 

We have also been in receipt of a grant from SXGC which has funded a new screen for our AV      
equipment, our old screen had a major failure, so we are back in business with the new one purchased 
through the grant.   We are very grateful to the organisations that provide grants as without them we 
wouldn’t be able to keep going. 
 

In the meantime, until the sun shines again and warms the church we are working on projects at home, 
hopefully we will have some more news soon on another grant that we are really excited about.  
 

Still nothing from Mitchell Council on the issues around ANZAC Day services and the permitting     
process so until we hear from them, we will not be planning any services. They committed to coming  
together with affected groups after this year’s problems but so far nothing!  
 

Don’t forget to check out our website wandongheathcotejunctionhistory.com.au 

Karen Christensen 
President 
E :wandonghistorygroup4@gmail.com. 

Our Spring Tuesday and Thursday night competitions started last week. Good luck to all 
teams. 
 

Our winter season for both juniors and seniors has just a few weeks to go. All teams have battled 
through some extremely cold and wet Saturdays. 
 

Coaching is available at the club 
Please contact Karl on 0423 611 317 or kv.tennis@hotmail.com 

http://ehssol.com/
https://www.facebook.com/wandongtennis
mailto:kv.tennis@hotmail.com
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WRITTEN BY MICHAEL B HALLEY  

PUBLICITY OFFICER 

Neither King nor Lake 
The first thing you might notice about Kinglake is the lack of a lake. It is in a watershed toward downstream   
storages with Masons Falls at 600meters above sea level as the powerhouse. The town was named after British 
historian Alexander William Kinglake. No Royal visit has included Kinglake!  Perhaps King Charles on his way to 
Timbertop School may have passed by!  
Enough proffering! At the August meeting of the Combined Probus Club of Whittlesea, Deidre Hawkins of the 
Kinglake Historical Society had volunteered to give members an overview of Kinglake and its history. 
But on the morning of the meeting, Deidre was taken ill. A local saviour in the form of Jeanette Caffyn, a friend   
of Deidre and Probus Member, made the round trip from Whittlesea to collect the prepared presentation.  On 
arrival, Jeanette hopped right into the task at hand and gave a professional resume of the prepared document and 
slide show. 
Gold was discovered in 1861 on Mount Slide to the east of the locality at an area which became known as      
Mountain Rush. A Mountain Rush Post Office opened on 7 May 1862, but closed in January 1863 as the miners 
moved to other locations. Kinglake Township was established in 1879 and the Post Office opened on 14 May 1883. 
There were actually several other post offices in the district. 
The Kinglake district now stretches for about sixteen kilometres along the ridge from west to east which necessi-
tates three schools, churches and post offices having being established since the early settlers took up residence. 
We heard about the history of these establishments and the often pitiful conditions the early settlers endured.  
One councillor rode his horse to Eltham Council meetings at Kangaroo Ground [Later Yea Council assumed    
responsibility]. Many photographs of early settlers home and properties were shown reinforcing the “pioneering 
spirit” of the Gold Miners, Raspberry Growers, Timber Cutters and later Potato Farmers. 
Timber was hauled on privately built timber railroad down the mountain to Whittlesea railhead. These timber 
railroads were common and necessary to allow transport of heavy loads throughout the state as populations     
increased and building increased. The motive power was a horse [or bullock] team 
It was not until 1929 that the location had a sealed main road, which coincided with the establishment of Kinglake 
National Park which was started at 14,000 acres but today is 57,000 [23,210-hectare]. The aforementioned Masons 
Falls is a favourite picnic area with falls and natural flora. Layered sediment forms the valley, containing fossils 
from when the area was once covered by the sea. 
Natural fauna includes wallaby, kangaroo, wombat, possum and echidna. It also includes varieties of birds       
including cockatoos (sulphur-crested, black and red-headed), king parrots, the rosella and the lyrebird. 
Historical societies often have “skeletons in the cupboard” and Kinglake has one real and one imagined. In 1931 
the mail plane Southern Cloud failed to arrive at Essendon. A search along the route including the Kinglake   
ranges, failed to locate the wreck .But its wreck was finally found in the Southern Alps some 27 years later by a 
worker on the Snowy Mountains Hydro scheme. The real one was in 1937 when an abandoned truck was located 
and the body of the driver found buried nearby. [An unsolved cold case!]. 
A developing new industry is rewriting history. Fires have been a major part of Kinglake History but the recent 
history is still a sensitive subject and will not be elaborated upon except to mention! Kinglake’s history about fires 
is true and unembellished. 
Nine pages of close typed script were provided and a summary can only be provided here! But the Kinglake     
Historical Society welcomes inquiries and visitors to the Heritage Centre – contact  
kinglakehistoricalsociety@gmail.com  
The members applauded Jeanette Caffyn for her excellent substitution at short notice. 
The tenants of Probus are Fun and Friendship in Retirement. Make new friends, listen to interesting guest    
speakers, learn a new skill, and explore new interests and hobbies. Contact whittleseaprobus@hotmail.com          
or phone 0427 021 592 

Photos:  Masons falls & Lyrebird Circuit 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wallaby
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kangaroo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wombat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phalangeriformes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Echidna
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sulphur-crested_cockatoo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_king_parrot
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rosella
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lyrebird
mailto:kinglakehistoricalsociety@gmail.com
mailto:whittleseaprobus@hotmail.com
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The L.B.Davern Reserve is open to all our community, so please come down and enjoy this great          
facility, join the various clubs, just walk along the  Say G-Day trail, take the kids down to play on the 
play equipment or just play and exercise on the oval. 
 

Winter has certainly arrived and with the cold, frosty, foggy conditions be cautious of the wet trails 
throughout the reserve.  We are now in the last month of-winter with the cold wet conditions still to    
continue so be cautious of the wet trails throughout the reserve and be aware the creek can flood at any 
time.   Don’t let the cold weather stop you from coming down to the Reserve to enjoy on what there is to 
offer. 
 

Our Winter User Groups are approaching end of their season’s programs and heading towards final 
series.  Good luck to those teams that look like reaching finals programs and good luck to all the    
Wandong Juniors. 
 

The L.B.Davern is full of life with our community supporting their groups and other activities enjoyed  
by those who participate.  

Walking the dogs, kids in the playground, individuals/groups doing their fitness workouts, mums 
with the kids in the pram, riding bikes, playing football-, passing shots in netball, shooting hoops at 
the basketball ring, riding the horses,  training dogs to  behave , Wandong primary doing sporting 
activities on the Oval, Wallan basketball in the Stadium 

 

Continued developments at the Reserve will complement our sport groups and community. We are very 
lucky to have a Reserve that has character and bush ambiance  that complements our communities.  

Our Community building  
 

Is also a great asset to hold kids parties, family type events and private functions of all 
sorts, please consider when   planning a function. You can contact our booking officer. 
 
 

        - Darlene Gunter on 0418 312 762 
                          Booking Officer for the  
              Community Centre and Sports Pavilion  

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19 

Community Centre  
photos 2025 
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Rob Telfer 
President 
L.B.Davern Reserve Committee 
12 Dry Creek Cres 
P.O.Box 303, Wandong 3758 

 

Project: Shade Structure @ Courts 5 & 6 and 3&4 
 

The L.B.Davern Reserve was successful in the Tidy Towns Fund Grant-
part of, for the purpose of providing shelter at Courts 5&6.This shelter is 
double sided and will also provide seating and shelter for courts 3&4. 
 

This project was successful through the support of the combination of 
L.B.Davern Committee, Wandong Netball Club and Wandong Tennis Club. 
 

We are continuing to source extra funding to cover the short fall funding to complete the project.  
Watch this space: 
 

VANDALISM  - Unfortunately we have been targeted a third time for 
copper theft, this time it’s been the oval light towers on the east side of 
the oval.  This has created half the oval only to be lit up for Auskick 
and Junior Football training activities.   A serious unwarranted act 
that effects our Junior Sport at Wandong. 
 

The Reserve with council are looking into remote control security    

We need to catch any persons vandalizing our Reserve!!!! 
If Residents notice anything out of the ordinary please contact the police on   000 

It is in our community interest that we all keep our Reserve safe for all to use!! 
 

  For all L.B.Davern Reserve Bookings to either: 
                                             Oval Bookings, Stadium bookings and enquiries  
                                                   - Mitchell Shire Council Recreation and Open Space unit ph. 5734 6200.                    
                               Community Centre and Sports Pavilion contact: Darlene Gunter 
              - Booking Officer for the WHJSCC on 0418 312 762 

WANDONG PUBLIC HALL 
 

During this years Federal election the stairs to the   
Wandong Public Hall from Rail Street became unusable 
when several pavement pavers became loose.   The stairs 
were built many years ago and there had not been any 
problem until this year. 
I 

The Committee of Management made the urgent and    
expensive decision to remove the front lip of all thirteen 
steps so  
persons 
standing on 
the front of 
the steps 
did not tip 
the pavers 
forward.   
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THE HUME AND HOVELL REVELATION FOR WANDONG   
2 

Research published by the Royal Historical Society of Victoria has revealed the path of Hamilton 
Hume and William Hovell in 1824 in this region and revealed that they travelled straight through 
the middle of Wandong. 
 

Reverting backwards a few miles in their journey, Hume and Hovell approached Mt Piper, 
Broadford, on the afternoon of the 12th December, 1824 on a compass bearing of nearly due 
West to the lay person. They camped that night at the junction of Sunday Creek and Dry Creek, 
Broadford. Next morning they went seven miles nearly due South, to Waterford Park to find the 
first passable crossing of Sunday Creek.  
 

The party was short of food and were desperate to get clear of the mountain ranges.  Hume led 
them through a series of natural low passes, briefly South-West, then generally South along what 
later became the Wandong-Broadford road. It took them straight through the middle of       
Wandong, across Arkells Lane and up to the watershed peak on the Great Dividing Range that is 
1260 metres South of Arkells Lane.  
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ROB & LEONIE 

FERRIS 
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS   

Rec 3028 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Light & power points 
*Security systems  

*Underground Mains 
*Stove & hot water repairs 

*New houses & rewires 
*Safety switches & smoke detectors 

 *Commercial & Industrial  
*Austel Licensed phone points 

 
 

                                                 Phone  5782 1746         
                                        Mobile 0418 323 838 

 
 

1. What is the deadliest animal in the 
world? 

2. What was the first country to give    
women the right to vote? 

3. What was the birth name of boxing     
legend Muhammad Ali? 

4. What river runs through Paris? 
5. How many colors will you find in a     

regular bag of M&Ms? 
6. Are eggplants fruit or vegetable? 
7. Which animal can be seen on the        

Porsche logo? 
8. What is the largest island in the        

Mediterranean Sea? 
9. What was the first toy to be advertised 

on television? 
10. How many eyes does a bee have? 
11. Who was the first Disney Princess? 
12. Which American state is the largest      

by area? 
13. Where did the band ABBA form? 
14. What is the only planet that rotates       

on its side? 
15. What is the official animal of Scotland? 
16. What is Princess Diana’s maiden name? 

Place the numbers 1-9 only once in each 
row, column & 3x3 block 

Answers                
on page 23 SUDOKU 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For information about coming  
MBUG rides, check out the  

website at    
< www.mbug.org.au >  

or contact the Secretary,   
John on 5781 1604 THIS MONTHS QUIZ 

Answer appears on Page 23 but no cheating! 

http://www.mbug.org.au
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A & J Metal Recyclers - ABN 67103013404  

ALL TOWING 
Tilt Tray Tow Truck 

ANYTHING MOVED 

Cars Boats Caravans 
OLD CARS REMOVED FREE  

      Competitive Rates 
GOOD OLD FASHIONED Country Service 

Aaron - 0425 832 466 
 

 

 WANDONG-HEATHCOTE   JUNCTION  COMMUNITY GROUP  

  
       P.O. Box 242, WANDONG  3758   Tel: 0413 832 411 

 

Hello Readers, 
 

Firstly, I'd like to give a big thank you to the Seymour Resource 
and Recycling Centre, who welcomed us to experience a very  
informative tour of the facility. We were met by two of their   
very experienced staff members, who guided us through the   
centre and spoke passionately about the importance of correct 
recycling. Our tour concluded with a short trivia quiz on         
recycling and a much appreciated cuppa. 
 

Our monthly lunch, was a delicious meal at the Craigieburn Sportsmans Club, where our members tucked 
into a variety of tasty and beautifully presented meals. 
 

In this edition, I'd like to focus on two of our popular activities. The first is our Mahjong group, which  
play on Tuesday morning's from 9.15am onwards, till completion at 12 noon at the Wallan Neighbourhood 
House. 
 

For those of you unfamiliar with this game, Mahjong is a game which originated in China, played by using 
a set of tiles, with the idea of forming hands by drawing and discarding tiles. This is a game of strategy, 
recognising different patterns and a dose of good luck. 
 

If this description has a familiar ring, it's because Mahjong shares some similarities with the card game 
Rummy, as both games revolve around collecting valid groupings of cards or tiles to win.  
 

Pilates is another of our many activities enjoyed by our members. Pilates is a low impact form of exercise, 
which focuses on developing core strength and flexibilty by using resistance bands and light hand weights. 
Further, pilates can be done on a chair for those with reduced mobility. 
 

Pilates classes are available on Monday mornings at 9.30am and Thursday afternoons at 1.30pm in the 
Wallan Neighbourhood House. The cost is $10 per session. 
 

If either of these activities or any of our other classes pique your interest, please call our President, John  
on 0413 083 089 for further details. 
 

Hope to see you soon. 
Bye till next time.   John Lanphier 

0418 532 969 

   

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
The Wandong Heathcote Junction Community Group AGM will be held at the      

Wandong Public Hall at 4pm on Wednesday 10th September 2025.   
ALL WELCOME   Everyone interested in the upkeep of the Wandong Heathcote   

Junction township is encouraged to attend.  
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 SUKODU  solution 

 QUIZ ANSWERS (from page 21)   

             

1. Mosquito 
2. New Zealand (1893) 
3. Cassius Clay 
4. The Seine 
5. Six 
6. Fruit 
7. Horse 
8. Sicily 
9. Mr Potato Head 
10. Five 
11. Snow White (1937) 
12. Alaska 
13. Sweden 
14. Uranus 
15. Unicorn 
16. Spencer 

     
www.alfoxton.com.au 

Boarding Dogs / Cats -short and long term Farm Stays. 
Dogs have large indoor/outdoor pens. Also big play paddocks 
where your dog has room to get out and burn off their energy. 

 
Cats and little Dogs get to hang out in fully enclosed and heated 

Mud Brick Cattery 

Phone: Anne  0402 118929 
60 Junction Rd, Heathcote Junction, Vic 

Alfoxton is a registered Domestic Animal Business - Mitchell Shire 

All Weather Training Facility - Heathcote Jct 
( Established 1995 ) 

 

Puppy School   -   Social Classes 
Adult Classes   -   Trick Training 

Behaviour Problems 
 

Workshops 
Dog Park Etiquette 

Intro to Agility 
Dock Diving 

Cross Country 
 

Weather Report - 
Heathcote Junction/Wandong 

 

JULY 2025 
 

July, the middle month of winter proved to       
be a very cold and damp month with very little 

sunshine but few frosts. 
 

In the first half of the month 37.5 mls of rainfall 
was recorded. The second half recorded 75.5mls 
consisting of large downfalls of 25.5 MLS on the 

22nd and 23.5 mls on the 26th causing slight 
road flooding.   Hopefully this rainfall will     

continue to ease the current drought conditions. 
We are well below the total rainfall recorded 

year to date for the same time last year. 
 

Our supply dam, Sunday Creek, was recorded  
at 48% on the 21st July compared to 99%    

same time last year. 
 

Stats 
   July  2025.        - 113  mls 
 Previous year     - 94  mls 

Average prev 10 years - 67 mls 
Total this year - 362 mls 
Total prev year - 515 mls 

 

All the best for the month 
Norm Hulett  

 

Wandong Playgroup  
 

New members are welcome at playgroup.  
You can start anytime of the year.                            

Come along  and check it out.     

The first session is free and  
then it’s $5 per family  

plus payment of Playgroup Victoria  
membership to cover insurance. 

  

Playgroup is for parents,  
guardians,  grandparents and  

carers and their 0-5 year old children.  
Come and look!   

Anytime is a good time to start. 
  

                           Every Tuesday  (during school terms) 
9.30am till 11.30am 

At Wandong Community Centre,  
LB Davern Reserve  

Dry Creek Cres, WANDONG 
  

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION           
ABOUT  PLAYGROUP  CONTACT:  

 

Briony Schaeffer  0413 828 175 

 

http://www.alfoxton.com.au
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MAKE A DIFFERENCE  -  BECOME A VOLUNTEER 
 

If you are young, elderly, retired or working, please consider joining a community group and  
enjoy the rewards of volunteering.   Join one of the community groups operating in Wandong 
Heathcote Junction.  
 

Wandong Heathcote Junction Community Group Inc:    Call   0413 832 411 
Wandong Wallan Lions Club:     Call   0418 142 172 
Wandong History Group:    Call   0432 120 736  

PO Box 550, Kilmore  3764 
President:  Elaine De Gabrielle 
Secretary:  Mark Perrott  
 Contact:    info@u3akilmoreanddistrict.com.au  

Kilmore Golf Club Inc. 
 

Our online auction finished on Monday 28th July and raised $12,500. The Club wish to  
thank all donors and bidders who have supported KGC in their project to repair the  
damage on the greens caused by corellas last summer. Work will commence once the  
warmer weather arrives. 
 

Our Toyota Par 3 day which was to have been held in March will be held on Sunday 21st September this 
year. Keep this date free as bookings will be opening soon. Bookings can be made using Try Booking, 
email: info@kilmoregolfclub.com.au or phone 03 5782 1123. 
 Website: kilmoregolfclub.com.au 
Reminder:  NTP win $200 OR Hole in One (7th) $1000 OR Hole in one (12th) win a brand new car from 
our sponsor Kilmore Toyota. 
Entry $50 pp,  juniors $25. Free BBQ, afternoon tea, drinks cart. No handicap required. Limited places.  
 

Competitions start again for Board events with Carew Cup, Saturday Aggregate, Ladies Tournament 
with a visit from the Dalhousie Vets. 

Many U3A members share responsibility for looking after Grandchildren during the school Holidays 
but many classes don’t stop during this time and attendance rates in general remain good. The yoga 
class ran through the holiday period for the first time and numbers were encouraging. Despite the cold 
and wet weather we have been having, participation across all groups remains solid. We certainly need-
ed the rain and lets hope things warm up a bit and we can all get out to enjoy the activities on offer. 
 

The garden group as usual have been out and about enjoying themselves, their last outing being to the 
Magic Touch Nursery in Broadford. People came away with lots of plants and ideas for spring planting 
and they can’t wait to get busy in the garden. Spring bulbs are starting to pop up all over the place and 
it is lovely to see the colours appearing. 
 

The darts and Bowls groups have started a little social group and enjoyed an outing to Trackside last 
month. The Long Lunch club are also busy as usual and their last outing to The Wine Bar in Romsey 
was well attended and enjoyed by all. The food and service was reportedly outstanding and there was   
a roaring fire burning to keep everyone warm. 
 

The recorder group together with the ukulele group is planning a joint concert for Friday 7th November 
2025 at JJ Clancy from 1pm. More details to follow closer to the date but one to put on your calendar.  
Convener Alex Priestley has finalized the playlist and there are some classical and dance pieces that  
will be performed followed by a singalong hosted by the ukulele group. 
 

Last year during senior’s week, the organisers put on a “Uke Muster” at Fed square, where a massed 
ukulele group performed Russell Morris’s “The real thing”.  It was so successful that they are doing      
it again this year and expanding the repertoire. Registrations are open now and we hope to see some    
of our group in the lineup. It will be held on Sunday 5 October from 1.00pm at Federation Square,   
Cnr Swanston and Flinders Streets. 
 

U3A is open to people over 50 who are no longer working full time and is a fun and cost effective way  
to learn new skills, to meet like-minded people and to socialise.  
 

Check out the website at https://u3akilmoreanddistrict.com.au/   
or contact us at info@u3akilmoreanddistrict.com.au  
 

Cheers, Amanda Oades 

mailto:info@u3akilmoreanddistrict.com.au
mailto:info@kilmoregolfclub.com.au
https://u3akilmoreanddistrict.com.au/
mailto:info@u3akilmoreanddistrict.com.au
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Whittlesea  
Community Network  

 

   

92a Church Street Whittlesea 3757  
Ph: 03 9716 3361 Fax: 03 9716 3816   
  Email wchi@whittleseach.com.au   

 

Hello!  Can you believe we are half way through the year?  Fear not – there’s still time to learn some-
thing new, join a group or take up volunteering!  Head to www.wchi.com.au to download the Semester   
2 program! 
 

Visy Recycling 
 

It might be getting colder but our hardy team of volunteers is still counting CANS AND BOTTLES!  
Over the counter recycling is available Monday, Wednesday and Thursday each week 10am – 3pm and 
Saturdays from 8am – 4pm.  Please note we are not open on Public Holidays.   
Got some time on your hands and looking for an easy and regular volunteering role (perhaps to meet 
your Centrelink obligations).  Look no further!  Our recycling team is seeking volunteers for regular 
shifts call 9716 3361 to discuss. 
Are you a group or club?  Did you know that you can register as a donation partner and receive the 10 
cent return on recyclable items as a donation from the community?   
Go to https://cdsvic.org.au/donation-partner-registration 
 

Community Meals   
 

Big Blokes Brunch are back at the Whittlesea Community Activity Centre on Tuesdays!  Join the blokes 
for brunch each week (even during School Holidays): 
Tuesdays      11.00am – Noon  $2.00 per person 
Women’s Lunch 
Thursdays  14th & 28th August   11.30am – 1.00pm Gold Coin Donation 
 

Special Event Cooking Classes with Sophie Gray the “Destitute Gourmet” 
 

Join us in August for FREE workshops with fabulous food writer Sophie Gray as she shows us how to 
get more from our food budget! 
Saturday 16th August – Cooking for 1 or 2   10am – 12.30pm 
Saturday 16th August – Cooking Kickstarter   2.00pm – 4.30pm 
Sunday 17th August – Families on a Budget   2.00pm – 4.30pm  
Bookings essential, we will be sampling each session’s menu so get ready to have your taste buds tickled! 
 

Introduction to Geocaching 
 

Geocaching is a real life treasure hunt that is suitable for all ages and abilities!  This FREE workshop 
includes classroom time as well as an outing to try your new skills! 
Sunday 19th October  10.30am – 1.30pm  FREE 
 

Op Shop Tours  
 

The Op Shop Bus will be leaving from the House at 9am on the 1st, 2nd and 3rd Saturdays of each month!  
Loads of new locations only $20 per person.   
Saturday 16th August Vic and Sth Melbourne Market9am – 4pm   $20 pp  
Saturday 6th September Balwyn/Camberwell 9am – 4pm   $20 pp 
Saturday 13th September Mornington Peninsula  9am – 4pm   $20 pp 
Call the House for details, more routes and bookings or head online to book www.wchi.com.au 
 

Boat Licence 
 

Get on the water safely!  Students from 12 years are eligible (you must be 16+ for PWC endorsement) 
Saturday 20th September   9.00am – 1.00pm  $150 per person 
 

White Card 
 

Friday 5th September    9.00am – 4.00pm   $150 per person 
 

Fix it Friday 
 

Fix it Friday will return in on 22nd August!  Get real help from a real person and sleep better at night.  
Talk to us about problems that relate to legal matters, housing, finance, NDIS, My Aged Care,           
Centrelink, Fines, Mental Health as well as No Interest Loans and Police matters.  The Victorian       
Ombudsman is also in attendance for all complaint matters related to government entities (eg councils, 
state government, Fines Victoria, VicRoads, Worksafe). We have free Barista made coffee to keep you 
fuelled up.  Worried about something?  Talk to us today on 9716 3361. 
 

Pop in during open hours for a cuppa  Mon – Thurs 10am – 3pm.  Food relief pantry packs are 
available during office hours or visit our community pantry 7 days a week open all hours (out the 

front of the House – 92A Church St).  Pet food relief is also available for dogs and cats during office 
hours.   

http://www.wchi.com.au
http://www.wchi.com.au
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Snuffle mats for sale 
   The Snuffle Mat, is great mental  stimulation for your pet.       
   It can be used to reduce anxiety, slow down a fast eater  
   or simply as a fun reward for your fur baby.  Not only  
   good for dogs, but cats and guinea pigs all love a snuffle  
   mat.  My mats come in three sizes and are double knotted  
   and thick, every mat hand made here in Wandong.  
   

   Email:  wandongite@hotmail.com       

   Ph 0432 120 736 

WANDONG PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

 
 
  

Welcome back for Term Three! 
We hope that all our families had a wonderful break and stayed nice and warm over 
the winter holidays! We are excited to be back for another term of learning.  
 

Wakakirri Performance  
After many months of preparation and countless rehearsals, 
our 2025 Wakakirri team performed at Clocktower Theatre 
in Moonee Ponds. Wakakirri is a nationwide festival that  
allows students in Australian schools to share the art of story-
telling and dance. This year, our students embodied fire, 
trees, water, firefighters and native animals in their dance, 

telling a story which was inspired by our local area. We had a 
large performance team, including students all the way from 
Foundation up to Grade 6. Some of our youngest performers 
showed huge bravery by performing on stage for the very 
first time!  Wandong PS was thrilled to be recognised with a 
number of awards on the night, including ‘Best Costumes’. A 
massive thank you goes to Mrs Castle and Mrs Crawford for 

all their hard work to organise, coordinate, costume, and  
choreograph this opportunity for our students, as well as to 
all the other staff members and parents who have supported 
the students to be able to participate. 

about:blank
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